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E E D L £ S S is it to fnfpend your Lot dltiip 
with a. Ipug fiainy of ihc .feveraJ.Rf afcns 
' might be given for the TJJherjutg. thefe Par 

,>peis;^ip,yQur .Hands, The-Rigbtof Trjttfi' 
,aud , -Reifston , with the- $0&mh< Appeal 
your LoqOlJljtp has made to the, Ginfciences, 
and \Qmmwn Senfe of the Chri$ian.L(iity^ 



fricnce.to r your Xop 4ihip * • Character^ *fld great Abili- 
ties, to prefcnt to youxLordfhip's View fofye things of 
that Mud, which have occ.iirr'd ,to, ray meau Obfexva- 
tioit. ,.'...*.'■■ _'.,,.' 

, X H e exafl Parallel between ldiati % Lun/itich, ajid 
tlie Pop'ifli Line , is "Cj plain' and irrefragably -Clear, 
has been turn'd over~fo often^ and eppot'd to' every 0&~ 
jtBtm fit often^ in your ■pBKdfb&t -Thotfghti^ thai it 
can no loneer fiue be deem 'da Revolution, but a fixed 
>: * A a < ~ ■* aiiS 



and unalterable Principle; and I muft fo far con- 
cur with your Lordfhip, as to think he that fhould in the 
kaft pretend to difpute it. cannot put in a Claim* to 

*vcnCommon Seiife. :*• . , ' 

» • ... 

* • • • . * 

' T h u s fitr then j I am fo happy entirely to agree with 
your Lordfhip ; but your Lprdfiiip having, not exprefs'd 
your Self fo peremptorily affur'd in the Two other bran- 
ches of your Difcourfe, I humbly prefume to lay before 
your Lordfhip, fuch roints as tp my prefent mean Ap- 
prehenfion carry in them fome Difficulty, and are not 
perhaps fo clearly exprefs'd^ as your Lordfhip on a Re- 
view your feif may be enflin <J ty wiflju 

| S H A l i not. My Lor^ in this Controverfy deter- 
mine my felf by tne unwarrantable Heat of Non-Jurors % 
whom too quick a Senfe of Suffering feems to have pre- 
cipitated into fome ralh and* injudicious Expreffipn*. but 
humbly prefent^ to your Ltfrdfliii* fuch Thoughts/tas at 
prefent Occur to my bare Common Senfe, in which I 
purpofe to addrefs your Lordfhip, with that becoming 
t)iftance, that your Lordfhip's raised and fecred Chara- 
cter in the Church, and perfonal Endowments nece(Tarily 
exad. 

• - » 

In order to this, then I fhall not enter at prefect 
into t particular D^fquifitiori, of the Nature, and Extent 
of the particular Deprivation of thp Non-]urors, as 
declar'd in the AS of Parliament ; nor in the leaft en- 
quire how Compatible this is wifh our Cpnflitution, 
ever fince the Reformation, becaufe I humbjy conceive, , 
what I would offer to your Lordfhip, will be fufficiently 
included under tlie Corifideration of that general Prin- 
ciple ; which your Lordfhip is pleased more : immediate- 
]y to reft on^ and inculcate to your Reader, viz. that 
every Civil Government hath a 'Right , to every thing ne- 
ceffary for : its- own Vefenfe and Trefervation. In the 
Application of; wjiich general Principle, I am fo unhap- 
py, either to miftak^, or elfe very much to differ from 
•your Lordihip; 

For thoV£h,'Afy Lor^ X am very ready to own p e- 
very A<& of* Treafon^ committed either by Eccie/iafiieks, 

ox 
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or Lakh*, in or out of r the Exerofc. of their diftiflfik 
fharaEfcr, or Offices, comes dire&ly wider .the Saiiftion 
of the Civil Power j yet I cannot pojaiWyrConceive, how 
the bare Exercife of either the Epi/cofal, or Prieftly- 
Ofiice in genera), can be included umfer fuch a Princi- 
ple. To be particular, My Lord, in thofe Inftances your 
lordfliipis pleas'd to mention, "to preach Rebellion, and 
tfi pray to God far the Veftruftion of our rightful QvH 
Jtawyniay no doubt be juftly punilh&l as Treafon by 
the Civil Power ; but to adminifter thet Sacraments of 
Baptifw, and the Holy Eucbarift, cannot, I humbly 
conceive, on the Principle your tordfliip has Jaid down 
be fo efteem'd. So that tor my Satisfaction, I had rather 
your Lordlhips Syllogifin had been thys fbrm'd» 

Whatever is neceffary to the Prefervation of a 
Civil Government, or the Hindrance. of its Deftruai- 
en is included in the Notion of it. But to hinder • 
cffedually its profefsd Enemies from adminiftring either 
the Sacraments of Baptiftn, or the Lord* Supper^ i$ 
abfolutely neceflary to its Prefervation* 

Therefore, this is included in the very Notion 
of Civil Government. 

« 

I n this View, My Lardy though I readily granted 
your Major, yet I could not admit fuch a Picture of a 
Minor ; and the Reafbn I give is, plainly this, That 
fuch Exercifes ot the Epifcopal, or Vrieftly-Qffice, are 
not at all inconlifterit • with the Prefervation of Civil 
Government. 

Y o tt R Lordftrip will not, I think, contend that the 
proper Ufa and the vita/* °* thefe Offices, are equally 
Criminal ; becaufe that werfe to confound the eternal 
Reafbn, and Piftin&ion of the Nature of Things, fend 
would indeed make all the Clergy obnoxious to the Ci- v 
vil Power ; nor can, I humbly conceive, bare Non-ju- fc 
*rancy (no further than it lhews it felf in A6ts of Trea- 
Ion and Rebellion) at all vary the Cafe ; it may ? I own. 
juftly make the Civil Power jealous of their Services, ana 
as juftly deprive them of feveral Civil Advantages, zn& 
Encouragement!) which flow alone frojn its Bounty j but 

why 
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w%j ~i*4bbul<l fee mid* a Redbn to deprive them oFtfceiy 
Otders. I cahnot in the Reafon and Equity of the Things 

irt the T6aft coiriprehend. f . . 



/ 



- BtSr* your Lordfhio argues their frhwiff/es^ . *&& 
Cvnfcteness will lend them to frjtacb Tretifon arid Re* 
htition, and therefore entirely Silencing them, is the 
moft ! effectual Way of fecurlng the State; but. My 
iord y if the Penalties of Treafon and Rebellion wjll not 
Silence them, (to which no doubt they are fiibjeftia 
ftdh a Cafe;, it can ? t be imagind ; bare Deprivation vtiH 
br moTe effe£ual. AH therefore, My Lord, z? appears 
rwifonable in this Cafe to me x is, thdt Crimes ihould 
have their proper Puiiiftiments, Treafon be punlfhid as 
Treafon, whoever is guilty of it ; and no more Mercy 
•u£hr to 'be ihown to a Cl£rgy-Man^ who is a Traytbr^ 
tfiart ; a Lay-Main. Thifc the Latvs of God; the Do&rine* 
o£oUr Church, arid die Status Laws of the Land, allow 
Md'ericduragtf ; and CohhfioH Senfe muft % I think, agree 
ttii? is. not only a more effedual, wk a more proper way; 
of Securing the State 3 than what your Lordfliip contend* 

for. 

» • 

r • •» • ' * « 

Think not, My Lord y I am of a Nature fi> San> 
quinary to plead for Blood, and Scenes of Slaughter ; 
but I anv'Free to own, tnAt Tttifon In a Clergy^ManJ as 
{your LordiWpexprefles it, is made ten tin?e* bHttr by 
Relight*; and in fpight of all the kind Regard, your 
L6rdfliij>.may be tempted to think I have for the Non- 
jurors >, if- Treafoi* be the* avowed rRefult, of tlie Non- 
jurors adhering to the Jtopifi Line, whenever this Charge 
js legally made appear a,gainft them m , fuch is the Regard 
I'have for the" Tdhl'tek (iopi ; fuch is the ju/IAweand 

.... . y 

-Temper, I muft acknowledge 'tis, highly Neceifary, tis 
*jfhly Juftj tiny fhoulQ receive the Fumfhment or Tray- 

tors. 

• 

, BiviEvfe :mc a My tord, ' there is nothing in my 
^Principles, no, not in thefecretHeceffes of my Soul 
Vnfcr is an Enemy to G'vilfwoer. I firmly believe it of 
T£ ivWt Inftitution, Ordain d by God, i\ot only for the 
v . * Good 



CO 

HScoJ-Qf Society i (as.yobr Lordfliip<eems**fond entirely 
fb confine it) but . aMo ver^ often for the Tryalf of «>irf 
TfrAMf, Faitbj ahd jAffidnct in HiiA \ and *hefe y A# 
L<tr& it well cdnfHe^d; Are for the Good of Sdcittjr 
fpo/af leaft art eoridlieiVe to the eternal Salvation ofoii* 

SoiiJk This. Arfy 1^4 is * rU€ ty 1WM * r6& ^T my ujidifc 
fem'tled Faith : ; but/ yet^ "I believe it flill but zGvtl 
PMr.i it may Binilh; J jt may put *6 Death, or inflift 
in j' Civil Pumftinent on a Perfbn regularly Ordainlsb it* 
the' Ghriftian Mlmftry, but it cannot deprive him of ihifc 
Orders, TWe^rdtf*; i^mean, He derives item oift 
liord JdusGliiift slope. ' Such Okleri W*e thofe tfife 
ftpofifts exercis d in tlfeii: Tithe ahd'&ch the Primitive 
Bifhopsof th£ Chriftftn Ghur«i, : wfoft their, Gffick 
fclafli'd ivith the .known Laws of 'the 'CfW/ -ftww/,- ith^h 
Jbi'B&ng. Not; ^ride^a, at all fntbafifient with tftfe 
weHireqt tfar C/vf/ftn^, : but foth«*nr efteem'dy iJWfc 
Xttfi and cbntfe'mna. afcd punlffi\L : akttordin$y.» Aria 
*^«orib^lhaye ; ii^^p]i«tely Imbibed >&om Df. 
Jfyfcr, orany'iifhielii^liwarrii' (arid 'as \ really think 
^m^xmes incohilJirit^e '"VVrit^r ) tut 'from theOrigf- 
ttil, '4nd D^ l 2&#w? of their M$bn ; which all the 
4\mer on Earth coliJd riot r^i^Z/y' dtfhnul. I hatneob- 
fervid jemr XotdffiipVpur leff formerly affeutj Thate 
y Ecclenaflicai PferlbiiS were appointed by God for iorfe 
ifatypfa md* Cii&lMagi/fratjh foil another j and in thofe 
'IMrpoies ifhas ever been my Opinion, they b6tJi ddriVe 
^t&eir Miffion firpfli God. and cannot, at leaft dught ndt 
^b^lalhwitlieachotttr. / - •' -• * 

* • • * » ., 

But not to JiegleS any thing your Lordfliip-ii'pfeas'd 
y to OTpofe to this, nor^wrong th^ Beauty of your manner 
^f:fc*pfeffion/by a mean and imperPe& v Recital," I^hall 
^humbly prefuiroWfranfcribc.your tttrdftip-i Words. - 




* 4 c truth a and' in reality^ as much a Givil Punift ffient^ 

~ c ' noon a Civil Account, as any of 'the -OtheK? : 4te- 

' . * • ' ! - ; . • "-^member 

t • • ... * • , * . • • • -, ' • 

- „ I J J.J . W 



»•» 



^Confideutiont to the Bifljop pf E % * r b a, &c* 



s Part of it. For what indeed, and in EfFeft, Is this 
; * particular Deprivation of an Ecdefiijflic, but a parti* 
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cc nuJmber, that the Suppofition here, is allow'd by, 

c< themfelves of a Rightful Civil Power. This Right- 

< c -fill. Civil Power thef ef ore makes a Law, that all cc* 

*f cLefi^ftical Perfons^- refuting to give Security of their 

** Allegiance (which is known to arife only from #ri Obn 

€c ligation they think themfelves under,, of zeabufly ad- 

cc hering to a contrary Power, and oppofing thisj) ihall 

<c not Exercife their Ecclefiaftical Offices, to the Riua 

€C of this Civil Power. To fay that the Civil Power 

<c may Imprifon, or may Banilh them, or the like, .But; 

€C not to do this, is to fay, That the Ovil Power may 

<c aiot chufe any Punifhment but the moil Extreme : . It 

<c is .to lay, The Civil Power may Imprifon an Eccfefia- 

? c flic^ totally, but not partially : - May Banilh an Ec« 

5* deliaftic out of the whole Kingdom, but not out of a 
cc - - - - ° '•*- 

* 

u al Ifliprifcnment,;as it is an Hindrance from the atfual 

.* c Exercife of his Fuu£lion ? What is it but a partial Ba* 

< c nifliment froi^i his former Station ixi the Publick A£ 

cc femblts ? The calling this Deprivation a Tb6ufahd 

fVTimts over, alters not th« Cafe at all. All the World 

• <c knowg, that the Sort of it, wc are' now (peaking of, 

« c was no other than this ; a Law of the Supreme Civil 

<c . Power, a&ing upon a Civil Bottom- for the Prefer- 

* <* vation of the whole, -claiming only the Power of that 

• <c . Prefeivation, and of Defence againft Eccleliaflical 

* <c Perfons, as well as others $ apd chufing this Method* 

cc rather than the Extremity of othp r Methods : .Well 

<c knowing that a Right to the Greater includes the Lcis. 

*B*tt, Why, My Lord, muft this be callM nothing 
but playing with Words ? Does not the && that deprives 
them fin your Lordflrips Senfe) reach not only their Tet- 
ibns, but -their very Office, as Minifiers of the Go%el ? 
Is it not argu'd by your Lordfhip yourfel^ that the Aft 
of. Deprivation, extends to their Sp'irH^atities^ as well 
as Temporalitiesy and tliat they are thereby depriv'd of 
their Fundion a* Mwifters % as well as Dtgnitus r as e»- 
. couraged, and prote&ed by the Civil Power ? And whe- 
ther the A& mentioned by your Lordfhip may be fo verv 
"extenfive I will not enquire )■ but your Lofdlhip'muft 

needs 
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. ■ - • ■* 

needs know by a fubfequcnt AS, it is made Criminal for 
any Non-juring Minifter to Baptize a Child) or Exercifc 
any other Part of the Sacerdotal Office. And, what, 
My Lord % can this mean but Deprivation, in the moii 
ftria and genuine Senfc of the Word ? Your Lordlhip 
may call this a Partial p/iprifonment^ or Bonifhment ; 
but as long as the Perfon is at Liberty entirely on one 
fide, and may, if he pleafes, live in the fame Place he 
did previous to the Ad ; and only his Office is ftruck at 
by the Ad, I cannot imagine what fort of Deprivation 
this can be taken for ; but that which deprives the Sub- 
ject of it, of his whole Mi/Ron as a Mtnifter of Jefus 
Chrifii and therefore cannot I humbly conceive, without 
confounding the Senfc of Words and Things, be caird 
a partial Imprifbnment, or any thing like it, but a real 
and total Deprivation of their Miniftry, which ought to 
,be founded upon an Ecclefiaftical Bottom, if there be 
any fuch thing, as a Diftin&ion between Ecclefiaftick and 
Civil. 

I Know your Lordflrip argues this Power in the 
Civil Sword, from the Greater to the Lefs> ai\d Jthat it 
is in its Power to chufe the particular Methods, by which 
it will puniih Delinquents and preferve itfelf. This,, My 
Lordy I entirely agree to, if the Method of Ading iu 
which it proceeds, be of a Civil Nature : . It \s not 
doubted in the leaft, that the Supreme Civil Power has 
R ight to determine, whether a Criminal lhall be Hang'd^ 
Banilh'd, Imprilbn d, gjV. But yet, My Lord y it feems 
to me out of the rightful foxoer of. that Supreme Civil 
Magiftrate ading ( as your Lordlhip expreffes it > qji a 
Civil Bottom^ to deflroy or difanul the Office of a Mi- 
nifter of Chrift Jefiis : for though I an(i very free to own 
the Civil Sword ? may very fuftly Chajtife the Man ; . yet 
I hope when it is ferioufly coril^}er*d, it will not be de- 
; fir'd by any Chriftian Ctvtl fiivrer y ' in the Ieaft, to njeddl« 
with the Office. ; 

Some I aYn . very fenfihle wi^l thii& this Diftm^iion, 
between the Man^ and hi ^Qflfc, too refin'd, and .Me- 

B' ' taphifica), 



MHM*» 



Fscfervacivc againft Nonjurors, Pm& 48 , 49* 



taphaiiica], and would not give a Fin (« they term it) 
For Jtoa/Iing a Par/en, without having the Fleafure of 
throwing hit Orderly or Office into the fame Fire : But 
you, My Ear<L have Formerly fo well difljnguiih'd be- 
tween an *Omc£of Diyinejnftitution, and the Perfan 
i ice, that though you allow the owe 

t the Gcoi of Society j yet the other 

i : allows, to be Sacred and krefifi- 

\ torif is what I direSJy admit ia 

1 f ; their Perftins arc Olnoxiqus 

i | ,rthe fi|ine Reafons of State, as. 

the laity ; but' their Office being of Divine Inflitution, 
caV only be talcen away by thole, who are by the fim£ 
"Divine Inflitution appointed For that Purpofe: And the 
KetiiltpF my whole Meaning is. That both the Ecde- 
jfaflicat and CfvtfBnteVy areoF JHvtne biftttutum, and 
cy that lojffitution determin'd in their proper Bounds^ 
Fo that as AiAEfctefiafilcal Tower muft upon no Account, 
intrude into the Province of the Civil neither ought 
the Gvil JfaMr-to wreft what is purely Ecclefiaftical, 
Or Spiritual ou$ <$ its Hands. - - 

Y t> q fee, 'jWv Z^r^, I MO very ready to admit, every 
Degree of Treafon it equally within the Authority of the 
Civil linger : But, My Lord, the bare laerciftoF the 
Chrifiiaa PriefihooL is neither "treason, nor Rebellion : 
Tis'sParrpf itnQffice tobuid^Obedience on the Con- 
lcience, and therefpre, jhe "Exercife of this Office cannot 
fce either the JJi/iw, 1 or Trouble, of any Ciwi/ ftmw. . It' 
Fome, who are inveftedwith^ this Sjcred Office, abufe jt 
to' the Purpofcs of "treafofi arid Rebellion^ as it is a per- 
fonal Aflion fo let them j?ef Jovially fufter For it. And 
as they thereby juftly bring themfelves under a Civil San- 
8ion, Jft them bear ? My LO'RDj a Oral Penal' 
ty ; /however, let their Order flill ftand untouch 'd tjy 
Lay-Hands, left it be faid in the Seat of the Scorner^ 
our Religion' is indeed nothing but a Trick of State ; and 
you really now do fell your Coat to buy a Sword. 

Yo tf R tordfhip, t think, caiyiot inReafou-eipefl 
a laj-Martj mould run With, you through the perptex'd 

'■''.'* " ■ Mazes 

* Confidtniioa*) fco, . 



Mazes of Science ; ttte different fireffcs your tordflrip 
is pfeas'd to gitre to tfat Ofk Sjltogifa of 7qtek of 
Sclf T Dcfcncc to flic Civil Pbwer, nfiay ? tfuppofe, fee 
juflly paft'd over, if the Scnfe q£ what tuey contend; for 
may betafceri into orfe gerifcntl View.; For^ t bfclieve, to 
ufe your Lbrdfliif/s own EipfclB(Mi > Tiirw # ever a Thou* 
/and Ttmes\ ' and the AVgkniehi tan amount to no mors 
than this. That it is abfofutQ jr necejBTary to th€ freferva- 
tion of the Statfe^ that Perforfs difafiefted to it f fcouli 
be hinder'd by fefrce totally from Preaching^ . or exercl- 
ling Inf other Pari of the Sicerdotal Office. 

t 

B it t thisj M] Lord* I muft humbly infifi io be diC 
latisfted in. 

Kr/' B k CA \i s i tf dbth not tfgftatr to At to cdniS 
iinder the Limits pf the Civil Power-to prohibit a Pcr- 
fon, jegularlj^ Ordairi'd a; Minifler of thrift Jefitf, . or thfe 
GofpeL froirf Preaching or ahj Other pfop&'iiiid coflM 
tniffionUExerdife of Mi funaioii; 

Secondly^ BifqApgz? tW Civil Po^et miylibiiiife 
ljV and very jtffthr bo& prtfervt itfelf, *nd ptonidi 
Offenders of this Kind aiaii jr other Ways. 

* ■ *' 

I n the Pf ofettitfori of thfefe, 1 fhalf not . .only fullj 
lay before your Lo* dflii J) ih^mCtffer fcttfg of each Par- 
ficular^ but hstve i ftfopet Opportunity of fit more re* 
jularly cbnfidfcring; Whtt jour Lordfliip has orffer d tb thfe 
contrary, ift thit Second Branch of y6u*iArdflifp*s Di£ 

courfe. 

, • 

And. fojlf; I humbly cbticeijre *tis riot tijjhtfully iti 
the Civil Power t<) prohibit aCnd hinder by fcrce a Mi* 
nifier of C&itf Jifus, 6t tfe Gospel, gfc. 

A n » this we wSf cottfider, and examine under v flrtrfl 
Topicks ybut tordfhin yourfttf is pleasM to laydiim* 

Rr£ Tflffitf yAtif Lordlhip is pleased torefefctothe 
Confitutron of the Church \>( England ever firice th£ 
Refotmatioft. And here ybur Lordfhip obferves it to be 
a j>articujar Branch of ou* Qmftjtutfan; * That the 

£ Right 
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<c Right of Exercifjng, or Executing the Office cf a Bi- 
c< flop in any particular Diocefc, arifes originally from 
* c the Nomination of the King. Page 33. 

Thu, My Lord, lam very free to acknowledge ; 
and that all Bifhops may juiUy on their Knees (as your 
I.orchhip after aliens they do) folettmly and devoutly ac- 
knowledge, That they had > and held their Bi/bopricks, and 
fojfeffions of the fame entirely, as well the Spiritualities 
as Temporalities thereof, only of the Kings Maje/ly, and 
of the mperial Crown of this his Majejfys Realm. But> 
My Lord, all this Humility 3 and Acknowledgment, cari> 
I humbly conceive, amount to no more than this, viz. 
That they hereby rreely own, Tliat the ProteBion ? Li- 
cence, and Encouragement they had to Exercife their Spi- 
ritual Funftipn, with all the Endowments, Dignities, and 
the like annexed thereto, was an Aft of Free and Royal 
Bounty, and as fuch acknowledg'd by them 0*1 their Knees : 
And i% by your Lordftiip's Saying, by their Spiritualities, 
Nothing lep canbe meant than the Relation between them 
and the Church, or Chriftian CUrgy, tmd Fetifte of thai 
Dmefe, to wbtcktbe King had nominated tfrem, is only 
meant aujih* licence, froteBion, and Endowments ; all 
which were fubfequent to their Confecrathn, and fo as 
given by the Kin%, might be agairt refuma by bin?, when 
J<e few a proper Occafion : This I readily admit (by which 
jourLordihipmay fee, I give up the Scheme of fome of the 
Modern Nonjurors ) But, My Lord, if by this Acknow- 
ledgement, your Lordfliio tvotild infer them to own they 
denvd their EpifcopalOffice, properly fo caltd, arid thus 
diftinguflh'd; I cant but think yourLordlhip the only Bi- 
fliop that ever took the Words in that'Senfe; becaufe 
this, My Lord, were not only togiv* up the Or;^;W/ 
and Divine bsffitution of their Office, but the very Do- 
ctrine of the Church of England itfelf j which exprefly,in 
lier Book of Ordination, afTerts, It is evident to all Men, 
reading Holy Scriptures, andantient Authors ± That from 
the jipofllesTimes there has been three Orders in the -Mi* 
niftery,BisHovs, Priests and Deacons; which can- 
not fure be true, were thefe Orders in her Opinion deri- 
ved from the Civil Power: And therefore it muftbe ex- 
tremly furprizing, My Lord y to fee you conclude a Point 
of this Nature with the following Words. 

c< From 
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tc From hence it follows, that the new-invented Ge- 
neral Principle of the Nonjurors cannot poflibly help 
the Caufe of thofe Bifhops j who, by their own folema 
* c Acknowledgment, could not but believe ( whatever 
cc they thought of the Power then in ^Poffeffion) th*t the 
* c rightful Civil Power was veiled with Sufficient Au» 
" thority to deprive them : Becaufe, whatever thqr be- 
lievd themfelves to hold folely from that Civil row- 
er, they could not but believe, they might Be deprived 
of, by the lame Civil Power : That is^ according to 
their own fblemn Oath, the Spiritualities as well as 
Temporalities, of their relpe&ive Diocefes. To rje- 
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Y e $, with all my Heart, My Lord^ I think it is high 
Time ! Let it be peculiar to Hobbs y or any Body, but fuch 
as your Lordftrip, to fpeak fuch Things as thefe ! The 
Office of a Biihop folely deriv*d from the Civil Powen 
and own'd ; nay, fblemnly fworn to be fb by themfelves. 
Such Words as thefb, now fpoke by ; a Biihop ! — . I leave 
eifr Enemies to fpeak the reft with rleafure ! 

Pardon me, My LorJ> but there are in the World 
fuch People as Deifis ; Men who think Cor at lead would 
have others think fo) yourLordfliip knows full well, all 
Religion was in the Original a Juggle of the State j and 
would take more Pleafure in fetrfon^ than Fox Hunting-, 
were the World but under their ; wife Adminiftration : 
And fliall the bare Pleasure, of confounding a Set of 
People, lbur'd by Affii&ion, alraoft fond of Confeflbrfhip; 
and however willing, unable, to Hurt ! Shall 1 fay,, fuch 
as thefe extort Things from your Lordfhip's , Pen ? .' that 
will be Meat and Drink to the Wits of the Aee ! No, 
My tor i^ St. Auguftin himfelt wrote a Book of Recan- 
tations. • * .,'..- 

Your Lordfliip, I think, has not advane'd any other 
Medium, with Regard to the Conftitution of our Church, 
than what you are pleafed to infer from the Recognition 
made by the Bifhops in the Words before prefented : 
And as no other Plea of this Nature has been us<l by 
your Lordlhip, permit me taobferve, Nothing that looks 

this 



this Way has offier'd it fclf to the pbdf Theory my com- 
**ot*Stnftf ha* provided. The Reign of King James II. 



*y inttrit* mte, ft* fhy Age will ndt *rrite co-feinpdrary> 
4id dnkr Dr. Cfaffto, Lord Biftop of LoHdon y t<y fu- 
fpnd that, afterward* very Reverend Prelate, ArcHbi- 
ffittp J$Sar£, for fttow ungrateful Truths were? fpoke by 
kfeft m tholfe fad Times : But ay his Application was to 
tofoptvper Ordinary^ and his De&* ohl f amounted to 
Suffmfitm^ this cannot be made a Parallel to ItHtalDe^ 
pwatton. The Right, My Lurd^ of declining even this 
peremptory Command, however feem'd infilled; and 
the Bifhoo of London, by his Practice, prov'd the Deter* 
tarnation in Fait fmh in his owfi JurtffiBion; The 
Attic** of out Church, My Lord, about Civil Magi-, 
flfite*. item* particularly to wara agSinil a Power of 
thtt Nature; 

« W-hekbas C*s that txvtmh it) wfcatfriBute to the 
<c Queen's Mayfly th* chief Government, by which Ti- 
<c ties we understand the Minds 6f fome flanderous Folks 
t* to 6$ Ofleftded • We eivenot to our Winces, the Mi- 
t€ mSringekhef of God's Word, or the Sacraments; the 
c< whkh Thing, the injutiffifons alfe lately fet forth bjr 

* £//*a#k*#our Queen, do mofi pfeiniy tdlrty. Btnrthat 

* only Prerogative, which weffteto ftavebteen given al- 
<c ways to all godly Princes in holy Scripture, by God 

* himftlf ; that is, That they fhould rifle allEl&te?, and 
<c Degrees^comnHtted to their Charge By God, whethe* 
<€ thty be JEcclefiaftical or Temporal ; and f eftrain with 
« the Civil Sword, thffSfcVBtom and Evil Doers. 

itei e, fify Lord, fuch a Mixture of fecckfiaftical and 
Civil Power, as your Lordfliip feems to contcndfbf, is 
intirely condemnd by the moft Public and Authoraitatm 
VoiC6 of our Church; and at bare Su^efn\on of thrsfcind 
is Charged by h#, as only Calumny, SIan<fer, and difignd 
by her Enemi^toblaft her Reputation, She does indeed, 
aHtfw her Princes * Ptiwer to Punt/h or Tteftrain all Evil 
I>ogrs whether they be Ecclefiaftical Perlbns, or Laky: 
But tma thi* jmifr only be done #fth the Civil Sword; 

wKcff 



jvhidiftrely is not flic Cafe of entire, aad tcfrl Deprips* 
than in a Clergyman. 

<€ J Know, your Lor dihipobferves, That this * No? 
f € tion of Intermixing Ecclcliaftidd and Civil Power, in 
f c Matters not or a Civil Nature, is wha{ icons Co yon. 
« <c to have caft <* Cloud ovescfo ipany Uundtrftandrugs. 
5 C And really, My Lor d^ notwithftandingall your Lord* 
fliip has afterwards offered to clear this, 'tis ftill fuch * 
Cloud .to my Underfilling , that I can't poflibly fee 
through it yet. For, My LorJy whatever Pretences of 
Religion, a Fifth MmarcbyMdnmxy make, for openly 
avowing, or endeavouring to overturn all Cwil Govern** 
msnt; 'it certainly is but a bars Pretence, and what Re» 
iigion has no more Reafon to encotutege, than the Magi- 
ibates it threatens or attacks. Or whatever Pretence 
.any regularly commiffioned Minifies* of the GofpeL may 
puke, for FrtaehingRthtlBo*) and fraying agatnjt their 
rightful Ovil Rnae*i it'? as certain, they are not commit 
lion a fo t j do : And tho' it is indeed the Bufincfs of thfe 
Church to cenfuje and punifh them, as Lying^ and Faife 
'Frcpbetr* yet no Doubt on'tj the Stat* may vdBLSk ftich 
penalties oji them, lis they were juftly obnoxious to, Were 
they mere lay-men. But nothing of this' Nature, My 
Lord, can reach their Office, iujiuh Vfe ef it as is not 
at all Criminah or incompatible with the Safety of the 
Civil timer : Nd* does there apfpear any Neceffity in the 
Civil Power \o deprive f&eh a Clergyman, in order to 
its own Security. But thjs ye fliall more fully confider 
kereafrer. 
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Yo UK t^dftflp goes on : * The Exercife ofthe Epi£ 
* copal Office, is a Matter primarily, of an Eeclefiafti- 
i c cal Mature • bin? the Exercife of tn* Epifcopai Office, 
ff to the Deftru&ieft of a rightful Civil Power, is of a 
4? Civil Nature, Q?c. 

Rs/ULYy My Lor^ the Cfcfe, as here ftated by your 
Lordfhip, feems to me impoffible. For fiich an Exercife 
of the Episcopal Office^ yoiyr ,Lord(hip here is pleafed to 
mention, is as muA an Jbufe of Ms own Epifcopal Cow- 
s " ' ' ' mifio* ^ 

Aaxxxvixi *■- 

* Page 69, $>• 
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mffioH) as of the ChMPtnoer ; And, this your Lordfliip 
yourfeif afterwards grants, by mentioning it, as always 
infilled on by our greateft Divines, that the Chriftian 
Religion, confcquently the Miffion of its Biflwps hac^ 
nothing in it inconfifient with a Rightful Civil Power z 
And therefore, Nothing of this Nature can ever refult 
from the proper Exertife^ but only the Abufe of the E~> 
fifcopal Office. 

IDon't greatly like Repetitions, ; but I hold my- 
felf oblig'd to wait on your Lordihip. c< . Suppofing the 
* c Gvil Bmer(2LS your Lordihip goes on) not to have this 
<c Right ofDeprivation,thenit muftbetrue,theMinifters 
*" of the Gofpel have. a Right to be exempt from the 
• <c Gvil Jbxver, in Cafes which affecY it in the tendered 
" Parts, and which are therefore of a Civil Nature : Or 
in other Words, have a Right to ruin the Gvil timer , 
<c (for that muft be the Consequence) and to fet up them- 
c< felves in its very Place ? and make themfelvcs truely, 
<c and effe&ually the Gvil Power. 

. Mr Lardy I.-can go no ; farther* To do fo, is, I own > 
a plain confounding tvro Rights* a* diftinff as Heaven and 
Earthy anacan only make this Jnort Anfwer for thtEccle- 
/taftkal Power ; That is, . It is not in her Miffion at all to 
clafli with the Ciinl Power : So when.flie does not exceed 
her Aiifion y theCfyi/iWer can confcquently have neither 
Eighty nor' Necejjity y tp meddle with her. 

Forgive me, pray, My lardy fome Quicknefs, when 
I am in a Circle ; becaufe then common Senfe is apt to 
be giddy. Thus far it appears to me, we are agreed, the 
.Eccle/iaftical and Civil firmer are djftin<SL BiftinB (by 
your Lordfhip's Suffrage in T the Church of England) as 
Heaven and Earth* I would now bring this Controve Jfc ^ 
to a more particular View : and enquire whether 
Deprivation, or that fotf of Deprivation (which y 
Lordihip pleafef) novvjc^itertded, belongs properly to 
theEcclefiaftical orCiyil Ppwer, 
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I Must own I hav£,obfery d your Lordfliip wholely 
as it were confine theDepri' ation to a Civil Senfe, anl 
tharthc-wholeRca^ba-ofcit is- upon * Civil / ^count, fuch 

as 
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A* Ma&ite ^faflW,'- paying Y& r the DtfiruSHk *f 
-the Bigbtfiu Groii tinier* «nd the like $ and ivhth ycnir 
lorflfyipis plcasdlo^afe ft In a imtt extinJNK Vtetfr, 
500 touch it fbfiljfr iod totntaon it ^lily^rificllick^^r 
tfaeGon^cqtton^e q! Jtitfh nor d^ubt v«rjl ttgu!ar'pi:^*i*d. 
. tttj 5f the Civil ibwer « bur, My Urd s What I tfdflld 
fcnitihry propofe, i^ whfethcf by the GfojHttiiion bfdftr 
CbprGbj the Mmi/tw of t hi Gtyjfo/ *i*y bfe proKbityd 
by the Civil F6wtoy to exertefefUob Arts Gfthfelr 5*^- 
dotal £$&&, a* ai*th«><Sf**wi** 5 D/t^w, andlMattfrdWfi t 
£fe£b of ic ? I would Mot be aiiflakefi t fiy the Qtfeft - 
bn is not whether they rtiay prtatb Rebetiidn. wprdtyfbr 
the Deftru&io*^ or B&tef the ttytfW.Qw'Sto^ 
whether they ttXfAimhAfter th£ SderattienM o^Bctpiifbi 
and the Ifrds Suffer^ or a»jr fudi other rdsceffdrj md 
efefdial Paris pf their Sacerdotal Office; siid not^ft- 
ftuidiiig atiProhftfoior* by the State^ a Right property To 
tadl'd4qttM*-bd»ng'€tf therrt of iflrisfkirfl ? ' f • ' " * 
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YouR Lordihipis pleas'd in Ahlwerto thiaitd fejr, 

*l> Shall only add, That tjiey Mto thUiktttfs} 
** wfljfiidhard t6 prove that f hey themfthTei fcavea 
* Right cithef to blame the Nonjurors for doing wtyt 
« according: to thetrifelve* 'they have a Right" V6 doc br 
<* to joyn with thife wfio haife been fet up ini OppoHritlri 



" jnot to be coirtttriiy by that Hj^ht ^ichtjfc tfujtfeipe! 
« Power teltttto all Things ftecfcferY tp its dtoh tSAiL — 
.* aw* PrffervslfWn; ■ * 
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I Have already, My L6rd % iri.fbnie rpeafufe'cbhfi- 
fidet'd**!* - A '^*- £ ^- -— *" ' ^ 
doubted Md 

^atlwoild^tpwftwtdb&rVe^^s, 'TBrf^ift^#;is 
nOr^SatllfodtOty^ to ififeht Mfy be eipecletf , 4n# feeifts 

' . : . i» O C only 
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" pirfy to Fright the QperUi witl* wjiat may4e iriferd from 

Jt by the Nofl?urpK* My LorZ^ I aai*ery far frqjil ap- 

^pr^ying th« Modcra Praftic* of Separation cajpfy d on 

; and fo warmly (I bad almoA &id fooiiiiily) infilled on by 

. jhena, " because I -am very welllfktisfy d, evert, in their 

) ow*v£rincipIes, it is not at.aU neceflary in the Laity. 

and whatever tfc' Validity of. Lay-Deprivation may be* 

I think theConfidetetion of the feaU of the Churchy a 

Sufficient Reafoi; tor even the Clergy to [append, at leafL 

p the Exercifd of their Office^ when they cannot Exercife 

. * .without a JSnwreA of tlw Kind* This perhaps may 

.not^readilyp^ with then* butit may ferveshowever to 

jfiiggefi fomethme to your Lordfliip, though fuch * pro- 

per Right lhould.be infilled -m as before mention d. And 

L a$ to the neceflary Confequejic* of tlieir being totally de- 

-priv'd by the Civil Powers juftly Exerting itifejf in the 

•R^ 1 ^ of tlieir, or any others : preaching Rebellion, 

p>c. I mlifl freely ^own, 1 can t at prtfentfee it, till yoar 

Lordihip xs pleas d to explain yourielf yet farther on that 

Head. : J 

E a sT were it, I believe, My Lord, farther, and yet 
t mofcr fully to prove, that the Deprivation of a Gletey- 
. ¥a« 5 by t^eConftitution of the Church of England is 
, not lodg dm the Civil Power,- and JLcan t but with 'foaie 
Pleafureobferve, that your Lordihip does in feme Mea- 
r fiire, at leaft, *dnut it in thefe Words. 

« £ P r ' jt^ "* J^ P Ur Lordfliip) though it 

r< T y ff . <WP° fe your lordlhip means juftly lard) 

that Deprivations upon other Accounts rouft be per- 

• <t tor "? d by a Spiritual Authority ; yet certainly it can- 

notbeprovdbyanyEcclefiamcal Principles this fort 
or Deprivation muft be fo. 

r i- TS r 1 r? t .-. i "^ Wl 1 "** tobep*ov'd by any Eccfc- 

• riaftical Principles, that this. Deprivation feould. come 
under a Spiritual San&ion, is what I ihall leave the Non- 
jurors .to remark on ; to me it is fufficient to infer, there 

, can be no fuch thing as a Regular Deprivation *y ; the 

Conftitution 
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Ooniffitiition 1 of tlienGhuich 6&Enpp*£ 7 ' &kfcburt&*~ 
proper Sentence of eke Ecctefiaftical Jfawer. ' 

Pass we from the particular Cobfiitationr of our 
Church to the Holy Scriptures (which the Order of thefe 
Papenr leads us next » jyoperJ y to confider. what your 
Lofdffiip hka iiifer'd iroqi the Nature arid Bids of drib 
Gorierntntnt coming more properly under the Second 
Realbn-laiAdiown,)- I&F* ^($ we to Holy Scripture, 
afid the ©^itwtaw your Xordihip tiprei contends far im 
theiCSfrtfUWfcr, muftyetfeem more*Arange. - J am very, 
for ftxmi infilling, j|Jto't£fcty^ that thcGofpel any where 
exempt^ anyii^^»^cflri{th r eSan6Hori of the Cm;/ Jbma?r 




we diriu^Vo&\^%jMfcft9i^ of thcJ : H?i&iorix& 

Ae&rm^notwitWhulAHgUierepeatedand W>ft pofityvej 
iW^zWtMwIofctBe Gfo&ftmip* %\ When Icwif cttr that thof© 
v^ry-Apbftles wfeyfojpertacu ia ily preirottr Obedience to: 
the.C^«f.ftt»CT\ yefethMh^tatwir indiKpciifibie Duty to 
ex/rrtifo* tfodir Fun&ioiQ &MmiJlersyr.titmgrt 'Stripes last 
well ^Pr Mi it ionTy ^sa^ then to/doing.; itmuftbet 
fei^tiainq toifeevybubjift^ aft. 

th&Mmrftetcof tht Gofaelftoiii die CmlRfsier. u h^ 
" as fari«WKthe'5lp*«rfiia»rthe Meaning trf^the Ga/jtoa^ 

T ps high Time. nowyMy Lord y tb ifcwttd&fte.phy&i&r 
with Wwdar^add'if yoBrLordftiip by ih^rr^^i^w, meaj,$> 
ordf.ajbapntihatjotr ftam:€tv$?jPtivilQh y rth*re%s n$«a* 
difpfceefcrit will you: < EhflFSdb himbeh^ \5wbr lordihi^r 
*ww^ aiibwa every Thi^£itf>ifhat kind tliati fcan be$e$n?> 
tended for*. The D«^rtri^ 

be of dw Hind* withou^^pii^Lordihipai%utee withshjfct 
Wind jibuttif xtmrmmi sstfeftyh detertmne^'it^iift ^f t 
late to. a total Deprivation d£ tfeiriO&et^rn&U tlny^* 
your Lordfhip feems all along induftrioufly tetanoid frxafc/ 
ing out in 
you h*Ye 

the plain Seftfo of it is j wrjjkt^o^r £oj$lfcip imt^oth&n 
Place caU^i^iakittg ^^XI^^^»^^^^«^fj^^\ 
that FunBum^Bobiob before they bad no Right te exeratfe* 
•'f This 




is if tf* SortofJDtpri^idftdDrrajfi ftcan; itttal^ 
My Lord, tiift mgfautf. tUb&j ^*i$ irtotiwpld 
humbly propofe my Doubt to your Lordlhip concerning 
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.THBGofpd-)pttwLcadflfi|tir/|8^ed to nkntfo^ «l 
tirfittl? flte* Srt tUft FarfeoJ^riii afeif out Bldffirilifcord 
Ibid i^erme«fimifrM*-hi*. Apotii<s;thfi.Oppofrtion their, 
MinWiy IhottWlmtset with frqmrtfe Qirii Pofect.i Da4 
got Js4 tdL theft hp -finf themfonth,^Sh€tfi^fb6 ialdjk 
cfVfofoss± and rant Uw^lyLeflurotihem op theiMii&it^. 
ArtAe^ayEiftpdifeif their ^iaift^^ooldbriiig u^orf 
them it thft World ? Wowr tftsyr jm>4 «rtwft Whin4iilg *tt 
ttet^iild be ddne^ ihi^jN^tW^ .taPtffo&AvnidJJafK, 
tUAali Natkfk .?• tfough, for to ffi&gthdy jyfarf.tntttscL 

tteybot irtiect wiA Keprott^ iv hc fcc HD v c i thqr CMte> 
Cftw *&lt tktywcrfc &rftoau^ Wl^ilM&ihtts, *» 
nntfcer Goilty i>f Jfttqffa \ &uta^mtbkGrrtt^Mdafs 
JM*M; wmf-xflkbtp dtfihttt^rikB^ ttrrmtiktnl, "yet 
mi oMigtt up continue theit Cflfc^ &&A iii tbifcSijniei* 
**£/ft tlie Ciy^i Wwtr rati ftrffe j§*4& The v^ft&r, 
Afy j^^.w^detti^d of^>taotigl^fytiie&^ 
4jrJ &uldH^RmV«&d thikXknShm; but t*ty ^ere 
StaBfaets**! tfct Validity of f\KiiWD^privatiwl - « 

BtjT Example will render this yet more intelligible ; 
itfjtttt ^. jtetf^anfl :St v ^Wfc .Werp^conycri'S ifcdBbrc the 
C^ficiLtfcr.pirftthii^ tttftf ffimtkttk^rrB&tJfTtm 
t^ PMfi^rf^rjtl ?fW tfiieCIolilicit hauknrd«rd,rtitmfca 
^tftdi 1 ^ *key ctorifl td tftid Htfllutim^ TtatfrteJjfo. 

tb£lfoph$hfy dAsr*^dftt&fyte\p**Eifafi ttem]?«£*k& ' 

they brfW^hpniin^ afed ^( ^ iafa&.T«qrt cxj&effesiit Wf J" 
cfrkW&^dthfam lo> ' jfte&k at aU^ ■ mtr iutcizztr, the 

iff'Hr r AodWteR tb thds g^-tte&'firiL- aad- peremptory 
iftl^^t v iwW'*^dffBl*tdjy- M^HteiV Wfetbex .Cf*ty4b*}) 
ifbi figifrih *bb> SigSt tf &sU v to ^eJaakm aftfa ypurirwrc - 
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i«^fliip:coht!ririSj J^ the Apo-' 

ftlesi \vct crWund-fey Vof^of <tMs^ifl^ty and Au^)p^ 

wr^aftlei^ ratifanftii^tt^^ their £>*»' 

j^trifa?* (fed 3^ of ifhtf 

Council all the following Exercife of their Miniftry 
im wUiepUtiifier df it J&tfr andrfW^nand -tklt Minifiry 
*Wch:C2fi^rifHd>fofa^ 

frfimfl «nd tfctiwy iMMdm itimofiii down to *•*» *rowi 
rile A pontes Kthcci^elv^ ft*s fftitftad JH^fe^ and only 
aa'fimh*? oriG^AHHW^tfH i^^y»'<?/;k^ v bur An 
feiffcarra* idmoft ar lion vie cra>^^ _ 

■")'. l « /} -in - I 3 .11 K. •;I.;ig/. 10 v_,ri M;«. • : - • ':• I 

JrfqP#v:6Fifit Apoflieu Itay ^ingTt^^&nfc^itAiyrlii 
Gafq ;1 becmufe forfiij^rt^Brtiotts of ite'CiVi] Pswef $ 
wte^\toi«wi«^ ♦Hundtnd^g im ft* 

Miii^;forfeV<!TAlVrffiM« Y^te^dfter. . What thei* 
StmtiartU3 ^ erg^ae^B6infc^c^»g|iy Jtok of ChtifliiU 
nitTy ev«^ in tfcit A$t tieatty flrcnfiBB ; aw4 Hri*f^fo€ 
hap\it&*lm*h^ak33*<fa^^ brx*e\ 

If stiptimxj ^irao»«htf\imrti fcrmuoh • «ift ecr bfctta jnd 3 ok 

i I^UXoiiiot, Af*£efa^^tfe^ irr>a.Cafe5j 

^fy pttfai.'fad hibr.fov^iidiflHhip^fo dfeeftir pe al Kx nwld 
tike Cof{wl^a^^^*rji^i»f2ai fm&quJ&y I am now try 
did Ordettrfjtonan lx>h4fti^s» Diftsiarfc totojtfidertfee 
iiftuictf jybiir Loj^iSip c Fiiwi {>rtrpojid tfrooi^rhe QldTtfU* 
mm&j. id |hoof d£ fci$dtWpHV*»ioii; * * v 

f - an Atcomkt m&Aj CcHiy rdatmg toWs awn .Right to 
£- thd €f*w«j Ttbuft w&\hbiafa$ffawbetng Przeft unto 
< c th'Uwdt A^ittd fant« £W*^a putXadockthAftie/t 



^ depriv'd one of the Exercife of his Fun6Hon } to which 

* hrlwd^bern'fejqEJdiTriedj^ccotdirig floTtheJnffitutiofiof 

* /. -'L c< to 






< ?e ) 

cc to fucceed him. What can be a more exprefc Parallel 
«* than this, df the SupreirfeCivil P^wer, ^dSprififtg Jfrie 
cc Ecckfiaftical Perfon^ and:tfettting>iii-anoth^u^ivthe 
<c fole Gonfiderttlon oi\the,init>ereftbf the State ? Jkg^ 
* c 66, 6j. YounXoftMhip feuU*j]n ^either Place? This 
" Inttance oiSahmw fe a plain faflance of King* haxitlg 
<c not only a Pow« df Imptifcwiinj, .Banifhing, Swcsx 
^ ting ana thtf Hfc^ but of Depriving: Pags 71 . .» : « ' 

It would be rathe* to.amufe aaid>perpfexy» man ex*- 
plain the Difficulties hf the Tfxtj to enqnimlmo >tb*r 
wiW Conje&ufes »*>f feverab Writer*/ r£teortj *&!!* thafe 
ieems neceffary .-in ^te,pn^n^^is^ipf»or%VT bets ppqpuie* 
whether it were really an Aft p£ 4 Dtprnaattrin Tttatsits 
meant by the Words^ Tbrufiyigi<A\fathzx)OH*f£otk r b&<. 
ing a Prieft of the Lord^ $ or onlycoxfianiihmebt fwt>»nty* 
from the ufual Place or Abode of the High Prieft, and 
an EXclufioo from irfi^iCivil Pniiijegts, wereamietxi^to 
that Office in the ffemfb^ as well axnow in theGhriftiarf 
Nations ? The 'latter «of thefefee6tosrto;me thoirioft pro** 
fcable Senfe of the Engage . F6nii» TiweA^uoth Veife 
fays, And unto AVmh&x thatfriep fatd the Ki*jrj Get 
thee to Anathoth ^^<7^A7'ptf . [flrt^ fi^j^ fitrztbtm^art 
wtrthy of Death^ but fmll.net ^tbiv.time put: thqsfo 
Death, becaufeUou beffefithehtri 
/^ David vrf Father^ and hwaufathm haft brentAflitfrrl 
ed tn hll^ wherein my father was affliSetL.. i0jcfrok*aM>rr> 
thruft Abiathar out from being a Prieft of the Lord, That 
is, took away front him thofcl^ofrjtehtp^h© Gioim 
always beftow*d>on their Perfciisyoand banifl}fdiizp*/hisr 
immediate Prefericeyfrccaufehe&ne\v hiifo cdnipivi^g'tf hftr 
u4dmijab y his elder Brother,] iaejainfl the Grawmir. OThifc; 
feeftivto me the meaning of theParfiiage, andithjrtnftjwirf 
not a Total Deprivation; of hisjFiin^idijbecauft he i£*x* 
prefly mentioned in a following Chapter as one or Solomons 
Priefis. The Words ar^ thefe/j^^BTOiaK,5»^Httfafla 
was over the Hofi : -:r and Zaddcfc'JrwiiAbiathciDTnrAr^rAr 
Prieffs; which would not^I humhty^hink.havciwcr^fo^ri 
fy-efs'd, werea::Total Deprivation, bf hisrFun&ionJneafir 
by his being thruft out. from bemg>a prieft ofHhufc&mi. 

But (hould it be admitted this:,Prb*?eedure>df cSaiontoti 
did amount to a total Leprivatian of the Ptieftiioki^^ 

Function 



Fifttjctiof Abiatfiar ( which is no where as I eanfee*«& 
>rcfs^d in any of the niftory ) yet % cannot but think fliis 
•tkee and his Father fugh Extraordinary Perfons, and a&- 
[ often by fuchUn Immediate and Divine Impulfe, that 
'theffASions are not to hk advanc'-d into a general Rule. 
We ought to eonfider in -them, the Prophet was joyn'd to 
the Prince ; and Solomon had fo many, and particular Di-i 
iriile Orders with Relation' to the Temple ; that even this 
Aftion of his is mentioned not only as the' Puriifhment of 
y&iatbat's Treafbn^ but alfo that he might fulfil the 
" Word of the Lord. For the whole Verfe your Lbrdlhip 
v refers p, runs thus. So Solomon thrufl out Abiathar/rdw 
being a Prieft to the 'Lord ; that he might fulfil the Word 
cfiFe Lord> whicfj he [pake concerning the Houfe of Eli in 
Shi Jo. So that thii particular K&. of Solomon is mention'd 
&s immediately under Divine Direction $ and therefore 
I humbly conceive it can't be an evident, and dire& Pa- 
rallel, asyourLoTdfhipreprerentsit. 

\*t would ill bedome me, My Lor d y to be peremptory 
in any thing your« tordihip is pleased to difpute; but thus 
much your Lordlhip yourielf on a Review, will, I am 
'apt to think, be inclined to grant, that it \s at leaft doubt- 
ful, whether it really was a Deprivation, or no, in the 

• Senfe here contended; or if it were, 'tis equally th# feme, 
whether it were an A& of Solomons under immediate Di" 
vineDtreEHun, either of whicfh muff exceedingly take from 
the force of your LordftripV Argument, and tender it at 
leaft uncertain, whether the Pailage at all concerns the 
Qucftionih debate. For My Lord, as tobaniih is allowed 
on all fides an A6r properly of the Civil Power, fo nothing 
of "that- Nature, can be made a proper Medium to prove 

• Deprivation to be the ftrrie. And 'tis, I think, My Lord y 
infilled by all Cafuifts, T hat an Action under Immediate 
arid Divine DireBidn^ -of when the Cafe is fo much as dis- 
puted to be extraordinary,' ought never to be urg'd as a 

' general Rtrle. In all fucft Cafes, I humbly conceive* 'tis 

*an alloW'd Method to apply to other Parages of rloly 

Writ, where fuch Traiifafliohs are mentioned, and fee 

• what >enft is there put upon them, and of this kind Of- 
raky JJza, arid King Saul 9 are very difcouraginglnftan- 
ce^ of 'the leaft fn'rufirn on the Office of the Prieft hood* 
But as the ©economy of the Jenifh and Cbrifiain Church 

may 
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with many more of the feme. Nature whi^h might jker 
product are fo clear, wd undeniably Plain, th*t to. i&d 
any thing further^ were entity trifling and naaeceflajjv 

I W q y t x> only ohferve one Thing more to jour 
Xordflup (which, tho 1 have mentioned it befofe^ may 
Wt have reached your Notice^ And that is, I do not in 
, the leal) difpute the Civil Powers having a Rig^y on Juft 
Reafbns, to depths them of all th$ Civil Advantages 
they enjoy under its Adminiftratioit. And fuch I efteem 
the Dioceje. Revenues^ Honour s, &c* of the Jiiflkfo ; 
which, as tney are all lubieqilent tQ their Confecration, 
Mid fo no Parts of their Orders, as tbey were given fa 
jsnay no doubt be refuntdagamhv the Civil Power. Na^ 
I am far from contending that the Civil Power may take 
away 3 what your Lordihip obferves it never gave^ even 
their very Live* ; «nd yet J am not fatisfy'd it can take 
awjiy their Orders, ft? as to make them, in d proper Senh^ 
<eafe to be Biihops# I ani vejy fenfibie fome or our mo- 
iem Nonjuror?, will think me very large in my Concefii* 
ans ; and feem to have no Notion of a JJifhop, without a 
Diocefe and its Revenues : But when I cpnudex the ftrft. 
and bejt Bi/Aopt had ho fuch Thins as a fix a and fettled 
Abode, I caii as eafily form an Idea of a proper BJ/hop 
witliout a Diocefe, or any ^f its gilded Appendant, as 
without the Title of a Lord> or Peer of the JUalm $ both . 
vfbkh I think alone to flow, from the very propc* and 
ju$ Bounty of Princes, fince Chriftianity has made tbejn 
fo happy, as ta .afcend their Thrones. So that did ¥*** 
Lordfliip only cqnte»d for the Civil Powers taking away 
-thofe TrivtUget) and coufequent Capacities of employ- 
ing $hem ibroetinits to its Dan&agc, J .had not given your 
Lordihip this Trouble: But your W dlhip s making 
Deprivation^ . W 'twere to Commute, of phange Hands for 
Kxbtrftreper^ and famethnos, no doubt, j/uft^ Gpilte- 
: $mkieS) is what I humbly conceive, Mp Lord^ is ejfiii- 
fouudilig Of Hvp Fevers, ^ dtfiirtf .asfy^*#rf £<*&. 

* _ 

TtttE^SE, My Lardy are the, Reafons chiefly indued 
iteeHhns,tp Addbefe^owJUwrdftv^ ^irf^egprd.tp thifjrft 
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Branch of your Lordihip's Difcourfe, in which I have 
humbly propos'd my DiiTent, with a particular Regard 
to what your Lordihip has been pleas'd to offer from the 
Conftitution of ourOiurcb, and fuch Inftances or ra- 
ther Inftance, which your Lordihip has been pleas'd to 
produce from the holy Scripture. Rut as your Lordihip 
feems more immediately to depend on thofe Arguments 
you have drawn from the Nature, and Ends of Civil Go- 
vernment, I think my felf yet further obliged to wait 
on your Lordihip^ in what you have preiented of that 
kind ; which brings me to the fecond Realbn propos'd, 
viz* 

Secondly , Because the Civil Power may abundant- 
ly, and very juftly, both preftrve itfelf^ and punith Of- 
fenders of this kind many other Ways, 

This, My Lord, muft appear from the Confideration 
of their being Nothing in the regular Exercife, of either 
the Epij lopal or Priefily Office, tnat is inconfiftent with 
the Securtty of the Civil forcer. This has ever been in- 
fifted on by your Lordihip's own Suffrage, by our Great- 
eft Divines ,• and therefore Nothing of that Nature can 
render it neceffary, that there ihould be fuch an Interpo- 
lition. Particulars, My Lord, may be ufeful to make 
this plain to Common Senfe ; but the very Hint alone is 
fufficient to your Lordihip. The meaneft and moft fuper- 
ficial Underftanding, will readily comprehend, that the 
bare Preaching of the Word of God, and Adminiftring of 
the Holy Sacraments <& Baptifm and the Lords Supper y 
can never be underftood to clafh with the Intereft, or 
Safety of Civil Government ; but in their whole Nature 
and Tendency, highly contribute to fix and eftabliihit 
as much in the Conferences, as Tears of Mankind. And 
your Lord (hip's known Zeal for any thing of this Nature, 
would not admit you to be of a Function that is at all in- 
compatible with it. Indeed^ what can the moft fertile 
Malice fuggeft to be in the Chriftian Miniftry, that will 
bear io much as the Shadow of fuch a Pretence ? As all 
its Minifters are, or ought to be, Ambajfadors of the 
frince of P*ace : A Prince, who when he was on Earth, 
declared His Kingdom not of this World ; So it hath al- 
ways been the juft Boaft of the Chriftirn Religion, that 

D it 
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k advlnd'd fro Vi incij>k$ 9 but what yvevh as mu£h for the 
JntereTtoi Civil Society- in this World, 'as 'the Eternal 
Peace of our Souls jii.tjiat tot Come. Nor does the Church, 
happily plated in *hefe\ Kingdoms, lefs enforce thefe 
Truths, JSothTabks ty&e happily united b y the Church 
$f England^ and with'Her, it was never thought aCon- 
$iadi£tior;;. ^t onctt6F^r God and. Honour the King: 
WhattEeii^Afy ^r^i can render Deprivation f her 
Miuifters neCeffary to the Security of th& Civil Power ? 
>Vhat is it can make it . of late fo very . jealous^ of evert 
tbeJR««ffw«itfelf ? .Every Mifiiemeanbur of this kind in 
ihem, is as much ahafely Betraying^ and giving up the 
Do&rines^ they are obliged by their Mijfion to inculcate, 
as. the Stite they !wrrohg 'thereby -; and they ire as equally 
Jtpoft&tes trbm tlifc one, as febeh to the other. < 

Besides. My Lord, it has ever been the peculiar 
CJlftry -of. the Church of England^ nor only to Teach the 
Contrary herfelf, but toGondeftin every Tendency of this 
ljj?ture . whether it came from Rome or Geneva. This, 
My liOrd y we have been fo often told, that none can be 
infenfibleof it in this Nation, 'lis fo evidently jplain 
fmd undeniable, that your Lordftip's greateft Adverfari- 
^ Jure thought fit themfel vesta acknowledge it : And 
therefore My Jjord^ it mu# feeih ftrange, that your Lord* 
fliip flibuld.r*#0« theNeceffity of their Deprivation^ or) 
jfrhe Account, of the Civil Power) beciufe intrns'Caffc, it 
is able to condemn them out of their own Mouth. 

i 

I . * ; • . 

r , Y o it a lordflup y I am fure, need not be told, this is 
as much condemn 'cl by the Pilblick, as Private Voice of 
pm Church, Of th is the families -of our Church ftan cl 
as evident Monuments, as the private Competitions of 
all her Genuine Clergy »': Moft certainly therefore, no- 
thing of this Nature can render the Clergy in their Oftte 
formidable to any 7r^£//»/Givil Power here in Enylani) \ 
and muft consequently conclude your Lordfhip miftakcn 
in the prefeut Nrcefftty of their Deprivation, in Order t£> 

the Security of the Civil Government. 

* ■ • 

I Am very well aw : are it will be fusgeffed,, that nor- 

withftanding the Truth of all this yet fuch is the preferit 

Turn of fome Clergy-Mens Minus, that they think it a 

--- •' ■■ Ditty 
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Duty to preach jtgainft the prefent Civil Potoer ; and thetf 
Miftake in the Application is of equal Importance to 
the Civil Government, as if they were immediately led 
thereto 'by their Miffiv*\ and therefore the taking away 
their M'fjflon is the leafl die Civil Power can do, r for its 
own Security. ' .... 

Jut this, My Lardy is what I can by no means con- 
cur in ; becaxifc the taking away the Mtjfion^ is not So 
properly aPuriifliing of the Miftake, as the. Principle 
or FunHion, from whence this Miflake. is falfely conclude 
ed ; and the Man whb perverts or abufes his Fun&ion by 
this means, is let to efcape, while the FunSion itfelf, thus 
perverted, und abufed, feemstoftand alone the Criminal. 

• ■ ' .« . • • * 

I Know not how metaphyseal fuch DiftinAions as 
thefe 'may be thought by fome, but J cannot but think it 
founded irithe Nature and Equity of the Thing ; that 
only that which cjfmds, ihoulahepuni/b'dy and the Of- 
fence. Ijere only lying in the Mi/take, and not the Fun&i- 
on, the Penalty ought to be (border 'd, as alone to reach 
the Mi flake, djftinsuifli'd from the Function ; and if they 
can befodiftiriguilh'd, they ought in Jufticc and Equity 
fo to be, find, confequcntly there cannot be an abfotute 
Necejftty to blend them together. 

And this; My Lcrd' y wUl appear the more intelligi- 
ble^ if we deicend to fuch< Particulars, which your Lord- 
flrip is pleas'd to mention in this Cohtroverfy. To preach 
Rebellion or Pray for the'Deftru&'um or Ttwn of the 
Rightful Civil Power y VfW\ y My Lord, I believe be confefs'd 
on all Sides to be an Abu fcor at lea ft a Mi flake, of the 
Mini ferial FunSion j and fo continently not to be 
charged on the FunBion .* For otherwife .fuch i'Miftakt 
vri one Clergyman, muft equally affeft all ; which I think 
I may be pofitive, yotir, Lordlhip won't admit. There- 
fore in Order to an equitable Proceeding agai'nft the Per*- 
fon who makes this. J4birfe^ 0r Mifiake'^ o£his FunShn 7 
is it not neceflary ( if pra&icable ) to drftinguifh this 
Apufe or Mi ffake from XnfFuto&ion ; and while the one 
is punilhM as wicked and petwciotiSy the other fhonld be 
lipft Untouched, nay^ tibmmended and ' approv'd of ; I fey, 
MylfOrdy iAiot this Equity J and founded' p theDiftin- 



©ions of CooJani Evili I am pcrfuaded your Lordflrip 
will not deny it. 

T o bring this Home then in the Application to the 
.prefent Cafe. Cannot this particular Jbufe or Miftake 
of the Nonjurors, in Preaching Rebellion, &c. be punifh'd 
without depriving them totally of the gcod and innocent 
JExercife ot their Orders? To fay it can't, My Lord* is 
to aflert the Civil Power has no other Way to puniln a 
Clergyman ? but that of Deprivation ; but that he may have 
the fame Civil Penalties infli&ed on him as another Man > 
is allow'd on all Sides ; therefore fuch a Deprivation can 
be neither right nor neceflary. 

But you, My Lord, are pleafed to think tlus is bind- 
ing down the Civil Power to the extretneft Methods ; and 
therefore you contend for their being deprived by Way 
of Commutation : for thofe Penalties, the Statute Laws 
of the Land would infiid on fuch male Pra&ices. 

But, My Lord, has not the Civil Power a vaft Variety 
of Civil Penalties, with which it may make its Choice^ and 
either relax or heighten its Rigours, as it fees proper 
Reafon ? If the Civil Power does not think fit to Hang^ 
or Bani/b, or Iviprifon fuch an Offender, can it not fine, 
or barely withdraw feveral Civil Privileages from him? It 
will not fure be contended, that the Civil Power can't 
help itfelf a thoufand Ways, againft the Attempts of any 
Clergyman, without depriving him of his Orders ; and it 
muft be allow'd thofe Ways are a thoufand Times more 
efieftual to all the Purpofes of Civil Power ; confequently 
the one undoubted, undeniable Principle of Self-Defence, 
muft be uncertain and precarious in the prefent Applica- 
tion, and appear fb even to common Senfe* 

I Proceed now, My Lord y to the Third Branch of 
your Lordflrip's Difcourfe, in which I am free toown^ 
the flranpe and modern Monopoly fome of our Nonjurors 
have made of all the Sacerdotal Poroer , and Privileges^ 
which Chrift has given to his Church, feems to me as wild 
and extravagant, as your Lordflnphaspronounc'd : But 
yet I can't but think, the Blafphemy and Abfurdity your 
lordfliip is pleas'd to charge on fuch a Claim in the 
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Priefihoodin general, is what ftills admits of fomc Diffi- 
culty. Your Lordlhip here indeed , feems to exprefs 
yourfelf fomething more loofeanduncertain,than in other 
farts of your Book: But as what is infifted on, is apply 'd 
to the ChrUtian Priefthood , and the whole Authority 
there mention'd in it, is rejcfted, and fpoke of with an 
Air of Contempt, and Difdain, I muftown myfelf yet 
farther fo unhappy, as to diffent from your Lordlhip. 
You are pleas'd to lay, 

c< When they would alarm you ( as their Fellow La- 
cc bourers the tapiftj do) by telling you that you cannot 
c< hope for the Favour of God, but by the flri&eft Com* 
Ci m union with their Church; (which is the lame true 
cc Church ol£ England, govern 'd by Biihops in a regular 
cc Succeflion ) that God himfelf had hung your Salvation 
cc upon fuch a Nicety, that he difpences none of his Fa- 
<c vours, or Graces, but by the hands of themfelves, 
<c and their Subordinate Priefls ; that you cannot be au- 
<c thoritativelyBlefs'd,orReleafs'dfrom your Sins,but by 
<c them who are the regular Priefls ; that Churches under 
iC other Biihops, are Schifmatical Conventicles, made 
cc up of excommunicated Perfbns, both Clergy and Laity 
cc out of God's Church, as well ad out of his Favour : f 
<c fay, when fuch Arguments as thefe are urged, you need 
c< only have recourfe, to a general Anfwer to this whole 
cc Heap of Scandal and Defamation, upon the Will of 
" God, the Gofpel of Chrift, and the Church of England, 
<c in particular. 

<c You may tell them fecurely, that you have not lb 
cc understood the Nature of God, who is your Governor 
<c and judge, that you have not 10 learned Chrift, or the 
<c Deiign or his Gofpel $ or even the Foundation of this 
cc Part of his Church, reform'd, and eftablilh'd in Eng- 
cc land. The following Arguments will juftify you; 
u which therefore ought frequently to be in the Thoughts 
c< of all, who have any Value for the moil important 
c< Points. God is juft, and equal, &c. 

Indeed, My Lord^ I fliould not content myfelf 
were there Nothing to be laid to either Papifts or Nonju- 
rors, but a general Harangue on the Jufiice> Equity, and 
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Goodnefs of God: For tho* I am very far from difputmg* 
«>y thing that caij be faid of that Nature ; yet I muft 
iown regular Ordination (fox £o your Lordftiip afterwards 
ii*s dtpis^fe'd it) authoritative BenedtSion^ Reviffion* 
•and the like,- are Wbrds, that to me, feem to carry St. 
good aid Meanings and however, I may condemn their 
~eKtrav*earct Applications by Papifis, and of late by Non- 
jurors $ yet fliil the Words -themlelves ftrike me with 
Awe and Reverence; It is not, I humbly copcefve, at 
all irjconfiftent with the Notion of God Almighty's be- 
ing a juft: equal, and good Beingj to fuppofe, that 
when he left the Earth, and afcended up on high he 
gave Gifts unto Men; fome Prophets^ fome Apofiles^ 
fome Pa/tors; Teachers, &c. r And thefe Gifts were fb 
peculiar to one Set of Men, more than the refl, that an 
Apoftle feems to make it a Thing impoffible to be pot 
fefs'd of any Thing of this Nature, without, he wei;e 
regularly admitted thereto. How /ball they preach (fays 
lie) except they be Cent , and how jhall tfyey hear withouf ' 
a Preacher i -And for this Caufc. that is, that ther<(| . 
might not be wanting a Set of jhem thus qualify *<f/'* ' 
'he "te|ls Titus he left him in Creet, that he might ordain, 
/Elders in every City. And in another Place exprefly 
tells us, That the Chriftian Priefthood was Vpt Honour 
that no Man took of him f elf l?ut. he that is call d of God' 
aswivs Aaron. Whatever ^therefore, may l>e inferr a 
jby tPapifts, *NQn-|urors, or the Advocates, of Lay-Bap- 
• trfm.from a Regular. Ordination, and all jts consequent 
Parts, I muft own, I think, it a Principle, as old as the 
.Apoftles, of Divipe Institution, and.that nonebqt Per- 
fons fo qualifyd, can Authoritatively f Bfefs > Abfolve^Scc^. 
^nd this one would not have expe&ed to T>e deny'd by 
,any, but one who can make j\o Pretejifions of this 
kij^d himfelf. 

NqR did the After-ages Qf the Church, % efteem this 

Original t)ivine Inflitution of the Mjniftry at all lefs 

- Sacred, and indifpeiijfible with Men ; jiotwithftandine ; 

My Lord, they believed God to be Juft, and Equal in all 

.bis Ways. The Care that was taken by thethur^in 

all Ages to, keep up a Set ofPerfons regularly Ordain'd 

to theMiniftry, js fo apparent in all Chuj-eh Hiflory,' 

, thgfc fudi * Inftanccs as Atbanafnpss Baptizing a Child, 

when 
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ttJifat % Boy, &t. can 6n]f argue what m^art Shift*, the* 
Contenders for Lay-Baptifw are put to. As it w*g fetefc 
eftfcem'd of Irvine trtftitjition^ fo it was accOfdinglf 
treatfed with Honouf and Refpe<S* 5 and not giv&i up t<* 
the Paffiofls and Follies of afiy. A tegtikr ahd OtiWard 
Call to the Miniftry. >v& in no Age, My iMd, deemed 4 
Nicety ; and though fuch a Strefs may not perhaps be 
feid on it tis to limit the Merc^ of tidd, Jet fcfcrtaihly 
tthere thfc Ufe of it may be had, to rfejeft i^ ii to tfejett; 
eyferL a Divine Tnflitution ; and he that fo defpifes the 
iegdlar PrieftliOod, dejWes ChHft himfelf, <**** him thai 
fehi him ; And though I am very far from admitting l\ii& 
Regularity to coiiiift ih what the Nonjurors, of lite call 
a Regular Succeffioii (ivhich through the Pef forial Frailty 
<pf Humane Niturfe muft plungfe us in infextricablfc Diffi A 
culties, and is not, indeed, a part of the Oirigihal And 
Divine Inftitutionj yet I cannot but think the Regular 

• rity of the Miffiori itfelt, is a Matter of confidetafelfe 

* Conftq , uerice 3 efpecialiy when oppofc'd to thole Who havte 
$gi6 Pretetfce of that kind. Goda Niture, and a Defirfe 

' '■ \httt <aUfhould be farted, may lead us to feme kind Ex- 
preffions towards thoft, Who are hot To happy to be pofr 
iefs'd of thefe Privileges ; but all that cAn poflibly be faid 
in iuch a Cafe is, People of this kind muft be left to the 
itTicovenanted'Mvrcy of Gad, who moft certainly is teiia*- 
cious of his own Inftttutiont, efpecialiy when he finds 
them perve'rfl'y reje&ed. To tell us, That Hiftory Veiyti 
\i$ at uncertainty, who are thus regularly Ordairi'd, is 
Shocking and unfair : The World has not fince r the firft 
planting of Chriftianity been fo loft to it ever, as to wfcnt 
a fuflicient Number to keep up fuch an Order of Men ; 
kn& though particular Incidents may give Birth to dOubt 
in fome ; yet it has always been abundantly Fnfnjlh'd \d 
'fupply the Difficulty. To piove a Faft of this Nature 
Trmft iure appear needlefs ; 'tis to prove that thefe has 
Tbeen fuch Diftin&iofis, as Clergy and Laity, ever fince 
Chriftianity, wherever it has been preach 'd, with abun- 
dance of fuch other Particulars, as 'carry their own Evi- 
dence ajong with tliettu 

Jf the Authority of the Church of England bt 6£ 
force, ihe plainly aflerts(as has before been obferv'd) lifer 
l"hree Orders of the Miniftry to havt come down to 'Het 

from 



from the Apoftles themfelves. The Presbyterians aflerr 
the lame of their, two, tho'they have no juft Ptetence to 
either of them ; and indeed none but fuch wild Enthufi- 
afts as rejeft thofe Divine Inftitutions themfelves, in 
which the Miniftry is chiefly einploy'd, but what \nUii 
on fuch a Thing, as an outward Regular Ordination. 

M Y Anfwer therefore, to either a Papift, or Non-Juroi^ 
would not be by flighting, and making light of fuch a 
Charge, but by fully infilung that the rrieflhood, I joyn, 
has the fame Species of Orders with themfelves. That 
this whole Miniftry flows from a true Epijcopate and 
though this Efifcopqte may be charg'd by both or them 
with Ufurpation, with regard to fome particular Dioce- 
fes in which it is fix'd, and that juftly too ; yet, as long 
as it appears that they were regularly admitted into the 
Eprfcopate^ every Thing of that Nature is entirely Per- 
fonal, and fo cannot afle£t their Adminiftrations. This, 
My Lord) is what 1 were able to fay, even, on their own % 
Principles, confequently I deftroy their Cnarge of irre- 
gular Ordination, even in the very Root of it ; and prove 
our Ordination fo far from being irregular, ( I fpeak as 
an Ordination) that it is of the very lame Species with 
their own ; and fhould every Thing they charge on tljpfe 
who Officiate therein, be never fo much admitted ; yet, 
flill as by the Do&rine of our Church, and the Nature 
of their Million, they do not A& in their own Name y hut 
that ofjefus Cbrift ; all their Adminiftrations are flill 
the l^me, as if they were perfonally the moft pure and 
fpotlefs Men on Earth. 

6 u t on the contrary, let it be once admitted that the 
Priefthood of our Publick Aflemblies, is Null and Void, 
and only Ufurpation, (as in the Cafe of our Diflenters) 
and we may argue indeed from the Mercy of God, but 
it is very certain we cannot from his Promifes^ our Hopes 
of Salvation. An Apoftate Julian may laugh at the Font, 
as of no Ufe to the Cleanfing of the Soul ; but for my 
Part. I don't love to quarrel with the ftated weans of 
my Salvation, nor by the freedom of my Thoughts, ex- 
pound away the Inftitutions of Heaven* My Peafon it 
is true, tells me that God is Juft and Equal, and (jood ; 
but my Bible tells me further, That except I be born of 

Water^ 



<?< > 

Watery and of the Holy Ghofi ; and except I eat the Flefh 
of my Saviour y and drink his Bloody I catt neither, enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, nor have any Life in me. 
This makes me (as our Church exprdTes it) believe there 
are Two Sacraments generally neceffary to Salvation, Bap* 
tifm and the Lord's Supper ; and this makes me alfo de* 
irrous of living under a Regular Priefthood, becaufe I can 
much more eamy infer my salvation from the exprefs Pro\ 
tntfes of God, than the moft labour'd Contemplation ori 
bis Nature and Attributes. Times of Ignorance indeed 
God wink d at ; but to know a Thing to be of DiVinelnr 
ftitution, sind yet flight and negleft it $ let who ivill 
call this Cohfcience^ or Perfuafion; it appeafi to mt t£ 
be downright Perverfeneft. A Man above Ordinahces 
may appear with tolerable Countfenaftce anridft the Mon* 
flers mention'd in my Lord Clarendons Hiftory ; buti£ 
Ojir Reafon does not,* our very Senfes onfe would think^ 
fliould now rife up againft fuch Principles. 

. 1$ tj T your Lordfhip is pleafcd to iay, ; We bwft fid* 
Occailon thjus to infill on the Regularity of our- Prieft- 
hood ,• and bid us tdl thofe who irifift on it, cl That we 
* c . have not fuch Notions of God; as to tHink it COnfift* 
cc ent with his Natiirfc. tQwrapupthemprHmrJortantof 
5 C all Points, in Clouas of Obfcurity and Uncertainty ; 
cc That in Faft there mufi have been frequent Interrupt^ 
cc ons in the Sqcceflion of thfc Chriftfcn Clergy ; That thfe 
* c Gofpel layeth no Strefs on this Matter; but a great deal 
cc of Weight upon things of quite another Nattfre j 
<c That you imitate pur firft Reformers; who fcorri'd to 

* take their Claim fo the Purity of the Golpel from fuch 
S< Topicks ; That you do riot put the Caufe of the Rtfori 
cc mation^ and of the Church of England, on fuch • but 
<c . upon your otvn being fincerely perfuaded of the Ne- 

Ceffity of departing frcto thofe, who had departed fforfli 
God, and deftroy'd tne whole Defign of his Gofpel; 
* c That God and Chrirt could not but approve of this, 
IC and therefore could not but approve of thdfe of the 
* c Clergy^ who did at firft^ and have fince joyn'd ill it ; 
* € That yotf cannot put tither their; or your own Eternal 
5? Solvation; upori theii; Regular Ordination, or linbtokeft 

* Succeffion from the Apoftles ; becaufe this would te to 
* € put upon tfytf Invention of Men.: and not the P^clira- 

•• r - £ J "tiort 
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K (iop of Chrj& and indeed, upon what you rnay be 
?! ¥«X WW af&wM never wa& #&* 88, 851. 

thefe Words as - 
J 4, they appear 

t hat I durftnpt 

t ruttion. How- 

tonopoJy of the 
rst^themfelves, 
Awn Priefthooa 
, but 06 Divine 
j or" Reproach to 

j whether, your 

fin pencral, of 
ibyPapiflsajid 
1 j of Erpreflton, 
beirCatt, rerw 
uch is the Defc- 
will not pretend 
to gueft, tijl 1^ &e your Lordflup, yet, farther explain 
youi-felti But that where-ever there is, or hasbeena 
Chilean Prierjhood^ it is, and- was of Divine Inflioition, 
has, asfaraslhayebeen able to leam, been infifled on 
by all, and moft. certainly our fir,fl Reformers were not 
aihamed,to mafcefucha Claim to the Purity of theGo- 
(pel. Our fii ft Reformers, Myhord^ wereMcnof SenTe. 
as well as Goodncfs, and therefore were fully fatisfy a 
that the power, of Ordination was common to the whole 
Eprfaipate> Wwre-ever lodg'd, confequently, were not 
frighted with the Noife of their Adverfaties again'ft the 
Regularity of -their Orders, when they knew they na'3 
them from the Impofttion or fuch Hands, as were ftiflS— 
ciently imppwer'd r>y Jefns Chrift to confer them. There 
was nothing My Lord, pretended againfl the Ord/jri of 
our firft Reformers, but what in thofe Days was cajl^ 
fjgrefy. They once had them, their greater} Enejnie^ 
mufleonfefs; and if they made ufe of them to the pur- 
ging the Church from thofe abominable Corruption! 
were then crept into it, they made themfclves appear 
the MinifierS of Chrift Jefiis. The Church of B%Wf 
.was not reform'd. by. Lay-Hattdj. and- could as jwjjtf 
boaft of a Regular Epifcopats and Frieffbood^ as the Pa- 
pins theaifcl vess. Nor were any of the fofijh Clergy dc- 
priv'4 



feit'd of thelt tiM/m; bat ortlf of rucB bxcrc&i which 
Were the xWWi of It: and dattliaive bdth of the Kritv 
of trie Church; and Peace of the State. 

t-H E s E| M) ttn"^ were the Timeiffri^ in& thefif the 
IVs£fo«of 

frocced as o 
reals Of £ 
able PHftdp] 

/*.y* JtyUM 

(hey were iR 

Scripture. 

they knciv could not deceive them; and fir#poite'3,' and 

ihcourag'd, by t«ft. they waded to tfii Realm's of Etfe'r- 

Aal Glory, through ttic Streams of their hbheft Rood. 

f Am fcnflble wfthStenYeitiriridrYorf f^Ttit, 'tis 
irtfde a fort of Ffflhion of Wtc, to' g'fVe up die"* CejfaAty, 
of our Faith, and Principles of our braVe" Fore^Farners, 
in a Compliment to the Ignorance. Impudence, and 
Weakneftof our MMJern ErWhuiiaffs and" ftiknati'disi 
and InftHibitfty of fett founds To ilT in our 1 ft-s^wt 
£■<»•*, that ft rmjltribrfce hare wttb, eyeniii tHS poftrivc 
Determinations of Seriate* irfelF. Cbrilcier.ce, New 
Light andReafon, have lOTra^TAe Chair of Infallibi- 
lity, and the Holy ScripMire^ Bu? a dfttf Le'ftei- whn 
one, arid below 1 the Nbtfce of rile IW&h of Farts' w'itn the 
other. 

This,; MfUr* t (pe^cs mt op] f tai^rde' -But £ 
homtnable licentioufnefi in the Aj*e ; fflU wHile' tneie 



to the qpod old' Rule if tW; Law ■ atitf (he TejFw'foy,' wc 
ftiallfvnd theniericrcafe upon us. There arefeveral Mb^ 
fives of Berfud/}Bn } pty£6rJ; One is peittrthfrtie' muk 
be Rich; andtber Tbat a fo$d tbff u a ga$djhh& &<?, 
and the Experience of the^dfld'den^mJh^'tlKnr ij& 
nb g«tii»g'fucii Petfiralion Wafer ffim^Peopje'. f aTnfar/ 
from d.fputini the Injuftke of judging «*K*Ssr' ) *tjr*fucn a' 
Rule as we will net bejUi'gd by eur fefoesi but I hope I 



may infift on the Scripture, as a Rule by which all ought: 
to be udg\l. Our Statutes, our humane Laws, will not 
fct trified with at this rate, 1 believe fuch an Eftate is 
r,iine x and I am fincerely perfuaded may another cry, f 
.cvrv V:e plantijf nothing : But this won t do, My Lord* 
In Wtfiniinfter-Hall ; nor will it hereafter at the Bar Qt" 
Heaven ; God is Jyft, Equal, Gopd, and Wife too, and 
is not to be impos d on by Pretences, He out of his in- 
finite Goodnefs has reveaTd himfelf to Mankind : and 
whatever niay be faid of thofe, who have not been fo hap- 
.py to have read his Will ; thofe who haye, can have no- 
thing to offer. Do this > fay* the BlejTed Jefus, in Remem- 
' hrance of me. No fays tne Quaker ', / atn not perfuaded 
of that. Thefe flail go away into everlafling Punifhment. 
No fays anotner, 2 nat favours of Mabometifm. God 
has appointed a Day in the which be will judge the World 
No cries a Third, If you look for fuch a Day you may 
Icok while your Eyes drop out. And all this, My Lord y 
if you will believe them, is fincefe Tferfuafion ; fo that at 
this rate, a Man might be perfuaded out of every Arti- 
cle in his Greed, 

'. Persuasion therefore in this Cafe, as well as all 
others, is to be treated as a Sham and Cheat, and where 
the Gofpel is propos'd, we may conclude with an Apoftle, 
If it be hid^ it is hid to them that are lofi^ whom the God 
pfthis World has blinded their Minds ; &c. This, My 
Lord, feems to me a fafer Way of concluding, than by 
flattering every Villain, who has a Mind to make a Gain 
of his outward Godlinefs, with the Pretence of the Ho* 
neftyof his Intentions, Sincerity of his Perfuafion, or a- 
ny other fuch modern Method of confounding the Di-» 
ftinftions of ,Qqod and Eyik 

Your Lordfhip is pleas'd to g;ye two Reafbns for 
refolving all Religion into what you call an honeft or //«- 
cere Perfuafion : *5 That our Churchy and every Proteft- 
* c ant Church in the World, may not be abfolutely con- 
cC demn'd ; and that the equitable Law may appear evi* 
? c dent beyond Exception, of not judging otliers by a 
* c Rule y by which we always refufc to be judged qu$ 
« fclves" Page 87. • 



But, My Lord, when the Holy Scripture it felF is 
made the Rule, as the Articles of our Church plainly a£> 
iert, our Religion is not refblVd, as your Lordlhip can* 
tends, into a bare ferfuafon, but properly and ihiaiy^ 
into what that determines ; and fo cann«t be call d Judge- 
tng-hy a Rule, we will not tejudg'dhy oor felves,* out 
horreftly proposing, and infilling on a Rule receiv'd (or 
which at leaft ougnt to be receiv'd) by all, which fure 
•can't but be deemed ftridly agreeable to the exafleft Law 
of Equity. 

T H is. My Lardy appears to me highly neceflary to be 
mention d, That the Chriftian Religion in general might 
not be concluded, uncertain in its dernier Refort, and 
fubjeft to Sceptic? fm; and that the Faith of our own 
Church in particular, might be refolv'd into the infalli+> 
ble Certainty of the Holy Scriptures themfelves. Not 
will this, I think, be at all contended to be the Senfe o£ 
our beft Divines, in all their Debates with the Church 
.of Rome ; and however, Ihe has been able to take Ad* 
vantage of the idle Freaks of our Enthufiafts, and Free* 
Thinking Scepticks ,• here has been always their faft Hold 1 
and neither the Pomp of pretended Infallibility, the Rant 
of Phanaticifm, nor Impudence of open Infidelity, could 
,ever make them retreat. To the Law, and to the Tefti- 
mony, if a Man [peak contrary > he has no Light in htm. 

The Difference, I humbly conceive, between us and 
the Church of Rome, is not whether there be fuch a Thing 
as Infallibility y but where it is lodg'dt They (ay, in the 
Ciurch-; We, the Holy Scriptures ; which all intelligent 
jProteftants have ever aflprted to be fo in all its Determi- 
nations. But, this I have formerly largely * infilled on ; 
and fliall not therefore trouble your Lordlhip with the 
Repetition. 

Thus far, My Lord, I have humbly proposed my 

Thoughts, of what you have been pleas 'd to lay of the 

Chriftian Priefthood in general, and lightly touch'd fbme 

\ ..-* ' • ' Points. 
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'Points, occafionally mention'd by your Lordlhip : I 
proceed now to wait on.yourLordihij*, in ilrfat you Have 
fee*) ptaas'd to offer, With Regard to fuch Exercifcs of 
the Christian Prieftfaoodj as are more particularly men- 
tion d by your Lordihip, as fellows : 

* c AtitHomTATiVE Benediaian is Another of the 
«* Terms of Art, much ufcd by our Proteftant Adverfa- 
«« tie$ i *nd others, who Sollot* them tod dafclf ; an 
«« which they claim a Right to the Clergy, ih oAc eer- 
« c tain regular Succeffion, of Blefling the 1 eop}e. If they 
€C mean no more by this, than that being appointed^ in 
**' *fl orderly manner, to officiate in the Church, rt is 
«* pant of their Office to declare, out of God's Worf, 

* upon *hat Terms he will give his Bl^Rhtgsi to Cfcrifti* 
•* ins j or to exp*e& their own homy Withes and P*ay- 
«* m $ ft* the PebpteVobtairangthatBleflrog, this might 

* Be mrifcrfteod s But to claim a Ris[ht to fkmd in God's 
«* Sce&L ift foch Seitfe,fhat they, with all ihtu I^firmr- 
** *ies^ Pf^judiees, and ftf rftates, about them can abfo* 
** luttlf andrtrtamly Bl«fefome, orwith-hoid aBleflmg 
** frorfr others; and that God AJmighty hath obliged hinv- 
«* felf to Blefe- o* not to Blcft, with their Voice alone : 
«* Th« i* the higfietf Abfcrdky, as it's putting a' Power, 
<* uriiidvnotliirig.but Infallibility canr fupport. into the 
** Harrtb <sf M*n,. remaining Weak and FafliMfe ; and, 
cc as 1 think, the higheft Blafphemy, as it fuppofo Al- 
<c mighty God to place a Set of Men above himfelf ; and 
v to put our of his own Wands, tli^DMpo&l of hi& own 

* Bleffings and Curie* 

cc T hh feme you will fiiid<a'fufficierit Reply to their 
<c pr^flimpruous Claim, to an authoritative Absolution. 
iC An inftllible Abfclution cannot bdongtof fallible Man: 
** Bur no Abfolutibn can be authoritative, which i& not 
<c certainly to be depended upon ; nor certainly to* bt 
'* depended upon, which is not infallible : Therefore no 
%€ authoritatitre Abfolution; pfOpVrly fb caH*d, can be- 

« long ttamy Men 'living; gjfc/ > P*ge 9**92. 

I > W o it L D, My Lord* be the laft that fhould quarrel 
about Words ; but to fina that Authority invefted in the 
Chrij&an PriefiboQd by Divine Ihfiitutlon, of Blejfag' 

ana 
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and jib faking the People, mention M by youi Lordfhip, 
with fuch an Air of Contempt and Difdain and prcfent* 
cad to the World in no better Epithets, than if it wuk 
«**lj a } l| ggl c > **<* Legerdemain, gives me. I confefs % ** 
^undaace of Concern. Authoritative Benediftion y a Term 
of Art ! Sure, My Ltrd) 'tis more, 'tis the Do&rine of 
our Church, tis the Do&rine: of tiie Scriptures, Whftft 
your Lord flu pis pkafedto explain your felf againftthis 
authoritative jBleffing, you feem to me to allow ail thai is 
contended for by the Non-Jurors, or any Body elfe, that 
fcaow what ihejmem themfeive*. ; Ii y for the Words 
appointed* in an orderly Manner ', you. mean appointed by 
Divine Ijiftrtution (lam jealous, My Lor d^ left you fliould 
toeaii only appointed by the State) I fey, if your Los&> 
Akp here agrcfts* th* Cbriftan PneiUiood is appointed by 
God>, immediately for that Puppofe ; and that God Al- 
mighty (as our Church exfjrefles it) has given t&ner^ and 
Gwtintandtnerty to hit. Minifiers to declare, and pronounce 
to his Beople, being Rmitent, Abfojution, Rebitfflon^ Be* 
nedi&ton, or the lake;* it is alt as ever 1 heard any uitett 
ligent Perfofl contendfot : Aap&asfor what you afters 
wards aictfumes, of claiming a Right by Virtue of thifc 
jfrmer, fo given by Divine Institution, absolutely to Blefe, 
Abfolvcor the like; this I own is a Notion fo abfuri 
and blafpbenwus, that it fcera* to me, not only, out of 
the Power of Man, but (with Reverence I fpeak it) God 
MmfelF: For, My L(?r^ GodAlmighty himiMf is bound 
by his own eternal' Veracity asi&Jufiice, neither to Bleft 
nor Forgive an impenitent Sinner \ having pnorn in hit 
Yjr.fltb) that fuch [hall never enter into his Refi, and as 
Fully afford us, the Soul that ikm fins, /Ball die ; becaufe 
he is of purfr Eyes than to kbold Iniquity, and ir Jufi in 
all his Ways, and Righteous' ** *U his Doings : A Pre* 
tence therefore to an abfolute Power of Blefling^ or For- 
giving, is what can be pretended by none ; the immedi- 
ate Bleffing of God himfelfj being conditional. In this 
Charge therefore! can't but perfuade my fe]f, you' iriN 
ftaXe your Pjoteftant Adverlaries 5 having never found 
any.fo mad^ and fenfelefs, as to imagine any fuch Power 
in the Prie^ftfeood, no not of the Roman Catholicks them-? 
lelves. 

1 ' YonR Lordflfip, in the ntxt Paragraph, varies yeut 
Term, from Abfohu to Infallible 5 andasif joafpobc 

your 
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your Scrife in what you charg'd before, fey, An infdUi± 
4)le Absolution cannot bebng to fallible Men ; and taking 
here the Word Infallible^ ana Abfolute ; in the Para* 
graph before, to be in your Lordfhips Intention, Syno- 
nimous, your Lordihips Meaning, 1 humbly conceive to 
be this. That as the Priefthood is exercisd by Men ; 
Men of Weakncfs, Paffion, Prejudice, gfc Their Blef- 
fings, Absolutions* &c. cannot be faid to be either Au* 
thoritative or Infallible; 

A i* D.this^ My LorJj I lhould very readily admit, 
were the MiJJion y or Divine Authority) by Which they 
A& as rmperfeft as themfelves : But. My Lord, it feems 
*reryftrange, you lhould diflinguiih no better in. this 
Cafe, when an Article of our Church has made it fo very 
plain ; That yourLordfliip muft needs remember, tells us 
in the Cafe of even wicked and immoral Minifters, Thatj 
Worafmucb as they a& not in their own Names, but that 
4f Chrifiy the Efficacy of what they do, does not at all 
turn on tnfcir moral Chara£ter$ how Qoodi or how Bad ; 
tut only on the Power given them by him. in whofe 
Name they aft • So that, tho* it is very readily admitted, 
the Clergy are Men of the faftie Weaknefs and Infirmi- 
ties witli others, it does not therefore follow, their Of- 
fice lhould be tainted with the feme Imperfedions. 

But, perhaps We fliall better underftand each other, 
if we ftateit in a Logical View; Your Lordlhip forms 
your Argument thus, viz* 

A n infallible Abfolution cannot belong to fallible 
Men. But no Abfolution can be Authoritative, which 
is not certainly to be depended upon ; nor certainly to 
Jbe depended upon, which is not infallible* 

Therefore no authoritative Abfolution, properly 
locall'd, can belong to any Man living. 

I L e K v E the Learned to quarrel about Mode and, 15- 
gure : However ? My Lord} I riluft own my lelf under 
lome Difficulty in your firft Proposition' (for I diirji. not 
call it your Major, left I lhould be ask'd after the Minor^ 
I fay, I am in a D&ubt, concerting the T*u& of fm\ 

«9f 



ferft PropofitioiT : For if your Lordfhip means an infalli- 
ble Abfoltition caixnoa: come £ roth y or W pfonounc'd fey 

•Mafcj I deny it ffeflly t Becaufey if God vouchfafes tp 
£ive ifugt a Power to Itfan,- fi> far asthaf 'Poorer fextends, 
atrmift be Infallible : • And when Cod Almighty exprefly 

■twdiESa Miiaiftei co fey, T>hy Sins wre forgiven^ lamas 
in&^ibly fure they are 16, as if £ hisLvd & .Voice my ftlf 

-frcitoi Heaven. . '. .c; "♦ •-" 

An j> thi$, Afy Lord, is the Cafe fci difpufe, God AI» 
4aSgbty has givenfuch ajPoweft© .theChriAiaji Pricft- 
^w ; and has proows'd to ratify what? is done by them 
' b£ tbif Kind, by Virtue .of t^eir Miffion ; and tho* they 
Jiav^/ibemielv^j, athouJand perianal Failings, yet^ on 
vm ppribrmirig the Conditions of the Gotfpelj your Lord- 
ihipjia? mentioned, :we may as ceirtainly depend on the 
^Trfat-h} and Authority of Vh^t isfb pronoune'd by r them^ 
- is if y*G hegrd it from the Mouth of God himfelf; - - 

-,• i • * , ■» • • * 

. . ' * • : . • . . . . .. • f 

: y oat. R Lord^iipj I own, u&sf the Words,* $h infalli- 
ble AbfofatwncanJwt Mang t* r fallible Man ;, but as, if 
ypu xn&tfi any thing, this muft mean not to be infallibly 
jffOiu>Uflc\d by a $4?fi) I thinfcil ftiould {rifle with year 

. «)iilhjpiby.^.Grit!cli]h cf that Nature. . 3"he-Abf<*luti- 
on, no doubt, belongs, to, God f :tho' by .Virtue of -His 
Command pronoune'd by Man : And in this Senfe only 
cahitvh^ either Inf&iliHe or Authoritative; AH, fherefote 
,fcohttei\ded foV," is tfeis^ That -a • Regular; and- OuttHan 
^idfchoqfl is impkwerd r arid coitomiflbrid by God, Au- 
thoritatively to zJlefsj and Abfolveiusof duf Sin, when 
v/e H^ve nlade gpodthofei€}onditi6ns wbieh'make it con- 
'fiflent -faith the Nature arid Attributes of God, that tfre 

' ftairidieifo'Blefe'd, evertbyfoelumfelf in fmon. And 
tiiis, upon due Configuration, will i^pearylliumbiy con- 
ceive, confiftent both rwxtli" feund Jteafofv 'and ^pofltive 
Scripture. , . .: - .t: : : • * . . ■ : *v*.;r 

J t will not fure \he»thought unreafifaafcW,* that Gqd 

; fhpuW lodge fudi ^ Atytpiirith » fafaGmfltflSfc,' fihceiSch 

- : J s'trhciixfiiHte Glory iiii iMajclly of Jw.Ksitute A tha^fHs 

JCiot*pWpflff for Mm f peifehaily to ojnverf&wctlliftHem'ftMi- 

• if4fi2^ft]% isrJbtiriobefr ^fHumiHty^^wlMJ^afd^ «h*itfTt<> 

% 'Mfai&ttMilLM:tti£ iteckuia^ ^t«iittibt t foM^e 

F eftcem* 
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eftecmd difagrceable to his Goodnefs, to give us the ut- 
moft authentick Satisfaction in a Point of this vaft Im- 
portance* Such a Notion therefore, of his deputing fome 
of his Creatures, authoritatively to pronounce, or de- 
clare his Will, cannot be thought irrational, or in the 
leaft inconfiAent, with our natural and juft Ideas of the 
CJoodnefsj and condefcention of the Deity. To fay it is 
abfiird, or blafphemcrtiSL . to fuppofe that God ihould fo 
do, is to charge thofe fated Methods he has taken for us 
td Know his Will, with being fo ; which furelv muft be 
the very Nature and Eflence of that Charge, Inch rafhly 
- urg e againft it. God Almighty certainly, as well as the 
Monarchs of this World, maychufewho he will to A A 
in his Name : And if he has thought fit to appoint one 
Sec of Men, more peculiarly, fo to aft, it cannot with 
any l&eafon, be laid to be either abfurd, or blafphemftus 
. to affert it. Such Perfons, My Lord, fo impower'd by 
Cod himlelf, may z& as 'twere in his ftead; and when 
they do fo, 'tis not in the leaft a Robbing God of his Pre- 
rotative, or any thing like it ; but only a&ing by Virtue 
of fuch Power, as he is ^leas'd to delegate to^them : And 
when on Examination, the Scripture itf elf pofitively de- 
clares, that thus he has done in Fall, it? commences not 
only Rational, but what we ought indifpenlibly to be- 
lieve ; which we are next to confider. 

All Power ^ fays our Bleflfed Lord, is given to me both 
in Heaven and Earth ; as the Father hath fent me, fofend 
1 you. Thefe, and fuch like, are frequently the Ex* 
preffions of the Gofpel ; and tho' it might be neceffary to 
expatiate in the Proof to others, to you, My Lord, I muft 
be perfuaded 'tis needlefs. The Particulars of this Pow- 
er would be too tedious hereto enumerate ; but as thofe 
of Benedifiion, and Abfolution, are what we are imme- 
diately concernd in, fome Enquiry of that Nature can- 
not be unufeful. In thefe therefore 5 tis exprefly declared 
from the Mouth of the Blefled ]efus himfelf. That what- 
. foever his Miiiifters fhould bind on Earth, it was bound in 
Heaven ; and, whatfoever xhey fhould ho fe on Earth, it 
*as loofed in Heaven. $ Matt, xviii. 1 8. Tis not in the 
leaft. My Lor d^ inferr'd from hence, that any thing that 
. Perions never fo regularly enter'd into the Cbrifhan Mi- 
niftry, (hall do, (out of the Limits of their Comntfluxn, 
. „•■ or 
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or contrary to the Terms of the Gofpelj is fo ; but wbaf- 
fbever they ihall do of this Nature, by Virtue of their 
Office, as Minifters of Chrift Tefus, is confirm'd in Hea- 
ven ; fo that it is not the Ahufe^ but proper life of the 
Sacerdotal Power^ is here contended for. In tne regular 
Exercifes of this, no doubt their Anions are binding 
and infallible, however it may grate with our Modern 
ftoteftants Ears. An elaborate Proof of this^ would 
ibonfWell thefe Papers beyond their prefer* Dengn ; and 
your Lordftiip having offer i fomenting particularly to 
the Text referrdtoo, makes it our nex*Btrfirie& more 
immediately to attendto ttatr. Your Lordfhip is pleas'd 
to fiy^ 

cc If they amufe you with that Power, which our Sa- 
viour Jodg'd with h\$h.yoi\\tsjohofoever Sins you remits 
they are remitted to them ; and whefoever Sin you retain 
* c they are retained, or the like : You may anfwer fe- 
^ c curely,. that it is impoffible for you to depend upon 
* c this Right in them as any thing certain, till they prove 
c< to you, that every Thing fpoken to the Apoftles. be- 
' <c longs to Minifters in all Ages of the Church. This is 
€< impoffible for them to prove : And therefore it is im- 
cc poffible to draw a certain Conclufion from it. fageyi* 

. But" why Amufe, My Lord* The Non-Jurors are not 
the only Ferfons that urge this Text for the Power of the 
Keys. This way of Expreffion, I confefiL of late is very 
common, and fuits very well with our Modern Notions 
of Proteftantifm ; but I ihould therefore have thought 
your Lordftiip above it, and I muft own, I had much ra- 
ther fee fuch Levities come from the Genius of a Mugg- 
Houfe, or the Pen of a News-Writer, than fuch as your 
J.ordfhip's. The Power, My Lord, of Bleffing, and ab- 
solving being lodg'd in the Prieflhood, was never thought 
-yTermof Art till fuch refin'd Gentlemen, as the Author 
of the Rights of the Chriftian Church, enlighten d the 
World ; and the Text before us has ever been deem'd fo 
plenary a Proof of fuch a Power, that it is ing*d by Di- 
vines of all forts for that purpofe. We need not Ran* 
feck the Shelves of the Vatican for Authorities in this 
Point, for Commentators of all forts are too full to be 
evaded.Not that it is infifted that every thing that was pro* 

mts'd 
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jaas U to fhe Apcfftlfes teacher alt their Suoceflbrs in ~th* 
0iriftian Miniftry ; it is vei^ readily cohfcfs v dforfie Parts 
of their Power were entirely nir>cfcl<rors and extraordi- 
nary;, conferred on them, the better to fit ttaatt |orthe 
particular Exigence* of the Church ; t b.ut the Fbjver rf 
\<#tiitting± and Retaim^ vsrmot :fo<eftemriL as- 1 fee'by 
9»yof the Commentators. This is by them all memiorf <L 
4* that ordinary, fend fiatedPo»tay which waat>r^i*a 
«p*he Churdh> PtU the Ehd (f the World \ and thtt*fore> 
though it <&|inpt in; ube leift be pretended that every thing 
^^entp «he ApoflieSj betengi to.MiniilerBiA &B Ages* 
j&t .*h$ Pow£r her^fcoirteaded^fe alldw d ib to be hj srll ; 
consequently the Conclusion of fuch a Power, as th£.'fexfc 
mentions, belonging to all of the Regular Priefthood 
» /-Very, cfertjun. ascertain that all the Prpmifts $f*Gpd_ 
af e ft*, zn&Awetu ' 

^ . . r ■ , »«s * 

„ PoCTOR Hawniond Comments ^thus on the Te*t$ 

V : \yWck y$ /therefore to whom I now %ekk )f the' dc£ 
<5 £gn*4 Rulers $>f . the Church^.' and your Sttfcdetfbrs *tr$ 
i' JJiihppfr, are^h this .Gife topjiblceedL.to ufe <theKey5 
" giWntoyou «tethp Stewards ;of the noufe, fbtt*j&&'- 
55 jjigot'Xuch, atyd I allure you$ 'whdjnfoever you 'ihafl 

V tthuscaft. out of tfee; Church, gj?r. 

> Bishop HallT/hy^ ^WHofoever&in* yob do rcpi j;, 
< c whether by way of pubjick .Do&rinc, or. particular 
5 C Application of Jour Apoflolick Sentence, thdy a^efe^ 
J c mitted to them in Heaven ; and whofe Sins foever ye 

V retain, whether by 'general Do&rine, or by fpicial 
i c Ccnfure, they areretain'd by Gpd, and fhall be fear* 
55 fufly imputed to the Offenders., Tliefe A&s of Votirs 
* c both wafs (astajfo of your true and lawful Succeffcrs) 
<c {hall be accordingly ratified in fdkayen. . 

1 * i 

Doctor Whitby is fo far from cgntendirrg withybiii: 
lordfhip,thi$ Power to be peculiar to the Apoftles, that In 
ins Annotations he contends agairift the Papifts, that the 
PlsfWer of tljus binding and loofinp, rnight be applied to 
every private Ghriftian in the Cafe of forgiving Offences'; 
hoWever, he fulJy grants it in the Priefthood in all'Aeefe 
<>Fthe Cnurcb, and backs it with the Authority of rile 
Fathers, at the fiime time he wa$ difputing againft the 
' : fajfe 



falfc Inferences made by the Church of Rwne from thij 

Tart* to* ftipport their fret emitted Infellittiity. 

<WHftf is faid of tUi Mature by Ghtiul F<*? f *fk> 
the other lirfm Cbmmtntators^ I leWetheMtftofLti* 
fat* to txzMni. AH the WoA* muft allow whfct if Mr* 
offer d is foffleifeht fc? fcatfcmee %inR a bate pofifit* 
Aff& t Ion $ *&<* that therefore when the ft*rtc4Aid*egH« 
Ja* Ponder o£*the Pri*fthd0& i* Arfc'd ffyni the pattienhtt 
flbrcre df the Tejt 5 > it ought n&t te fcfe treated a* k bard 
Amufement, but itttfnfled tb with that beooihihg Awte 
and Revtitncfe, tjue Ifltportarifcf ef the Point te^«k*a; * 

■ * 

Y otJR Lotdihii* ph>€*ttfej u As for tk» Nature <►£ ifcf 

* tto it is tanchmdri pfobable that thofe W6f ds re* 
.* ferrdf tb fomethirfg Ettraoftiiiiary fcnd Supernatural 
<c in the ApAftles^ For the Pitipagatioti xif the Gofyek 
* c at ffrfy than oo any tfnng^ * h * fe brdinary ferae* 

* Condition oFtM Cfctircft. And though it W ftppoe'd 
i* that we ciimot fi* the true plain theanihg of diis text^ 
P Jetj (which is thtenextbeft Tfthig, ahdx>f eqiml lib* 
<c ^ortanc^ ihith refpfcA tb « ttfe prefent (Jonwotierf^l 
<c Wfc dMH certainly fix wha* is teat the metehig of iK 
" For whatever Cow!radi&k the nataral Nprifew t* 
** Gadt awitfre DelT$n, aAdTte^rtit oftheGorpel,tfaii* 
cc not beVhe true Meamirt^ xrf atoy Parage in that Ge* 
cc fpel. Bot to make the Abfotfltfiom iFWik, felttbk 
u Men, fo neceflary, or fo valid, that God will not par- 
5 C den tAttode thcrtij irtd 'tiiftrt: all Tfre pardbried %ho 
<c have tteni prortotfncM over tfherft 4* to <oiftr*diet 
<c thofe Motions as wttl *as the plain Teftotfrof the^Bo* 
* c fpel, Which fe*prefty dechifeth Men tto'bte in<5fe(fi 
? c Favour upon their 'fdrfei&rig iheir Siifc, stndw exptefr 
fc fy corrtiniiesto AJrrii^frt<y God tlte difpofal of hisdw*i 
<c Favour^ up6fi*hisoivnTer4l*s 3 ivfriohTtfate always <hh 
<c Prerogative, Therefore, it c&nnot be the title Interk 
" of this ?alTrfge^ibwlDeF<5re ife,'to'giv% any * [fab] 
t 6 Power to Men, 

Bo* 



^u. 



t T!ie Word £/wA] here heirtg inadverrently omitted, is 
niiglitily rcma^Vd on bva Gentleman Who has ingftg f d in his 
Lord flffp's Defence, but of whac Cohiequenc«'k fe, chcRfader 
will eafHy judge. 
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How extraordinary, andYupernatural, fuch a Power 
is, the Nature of the Thing, and the Senie of Commen- 
tators will beft determine ; and your Lordihip having of- 
fer'd nothing of the latter, our next bufinefc is to con- 
fider the former. The uncertainty, My Lord, youfeem 
to be in. to fix the Meaning of the Text, can be ad- 
vanced, I think, into no Argument. Our natural No- 
tions of a God do not in theleaft contradict what he 
lias reveal 'd of his Will, and the Tenour of the Gofpel 
dearly informs us. he Has lodg'd fuch a Power in the 
Hands of Men. Men weak and fallible, as your Lord- 

them this 
Li*ion& your 
Lordihip mentions, neither wilThe grant his Favours or 
Abfolutions himfeif, (without fuch SubiHtutes) except 
thole Conditions are made good. No body difputes 
cither this, cr that God Almighty has not the difpofal of 
his own Favours ; but the Queftion is, Whether in Fa£t 
he does not befiow his Favours on our performing fuch 
Conditions, and impower his Minifiers fully, and au- 
thoritatively to affure us of this ? Our Church. I am 
fure, is undeniably plain in this Particular, telling us 
cxprefly, he has given us fuch Bower, and Comrnandment 
to his Miniflers ; and therefore if her Authority be of 
force, your Lordfliips Conclusion mull be falfe ; and it 
is evident, God Almighty has given fuch Power to Men. 

But further your Lordihip lays. c < If we look back 
* c upon our Saviour himfeif, we ihall find, that when 
« € he declares in the Gofpel, that the Son of Man had 
c * Ibwer upon Earth to forgive Sins, even he himfeif, ei- 
<c ther meant by it the Power of a miraculous relcafing 
<€ the Man from his Affiidion (which was look d upon 
cc the Punifhment of Sin J or, if it related to another, 
cc and more fpirimal Senfe of the Words s the Power or 
w jdeclaring only that the Man's Sins were forgiven by 
cc God. By his fupernatural Knowledge (not by that 
<c which belonged to him as a mere Man) he knew that 
<c God was going to fhew Mercy to the Man. But his 
<c way of Expreflion was, Thy Sins are forgiven thee. 
<c This was plainly to acknowledge and keep up that true 
<c Notion that God alone forgtveth Sins. And our Sa- 

* c viour 
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** viour knowing the Cafe of the Man there fpokento,* 
cc allured hirti of God's forgivenefs. His Sins were for- 
cc given by God* And the Son of Mans Fewer to forgive 
cc Sins on Earthy was plainly to declare this to him, of 
•* whom he certainly, and infallibly knew it to be true, 
<c And fo to any other. This arofe, you feej wholly 
c< from his infallible Knowledge of the Will of God, 
<c with refpeft to that particular Perfon, and could have 
" had no Place in our Lord himfelf, had he been a mere 
Man, without an infallible Knowledge in himfelf, or 
<c Communication of Knowledge from God^ concerning 
v <c his Will and Favour to this Man, or to other Men. 

That our Blefled Lord was invefledinhis humane 
Nature with a Power to forgive $/«*, or as your Lord- 
lhip expreffes it, declare them forgiven^ is abundantly 
plain from innumerable Texts ; 'but that this Power was 
only owing to his Supernatural Knowledge, is not any 
where declat'd. That he had i^ by Virtue of his Com- 
miflion, or Mefliahlhip, is indeed often, and very fully 
exprefs'd; All tower ', he expr^fly fays, was given him 
both in Heaven and Earthy and fo given him that ho 
could communicate it to others; As the Father fent me^ 
fo fend I you. And the Reafon our Blefled Lord gives 
for this fullnefs of Power, is becaufe his Father loved 
hiw y he had given all Power into his Hands. So that the 
Power of our Blefled Lord is no where laid at all, on 
his particular and perfonal Perfections, but as it pleased 
the Father dhat in himfhould all Fullnefs dwell>zna there* 
fore gave liim full Authority to forgive Sins on Earth. A 
Power of this Nature was what he always infifted on, 
and therefore when he was cavill'd at by die Jews y for 
laying to a lick Man, thy Sins are forgiven Thee j his 
Anlwer was (in the Cafe of the Paralitick) That you 
may fee the Son of Man hath Power on Earth to f arrive 
Sins 7 .Arife 9 take up thy Bed and walk} where the Mi-» 
racle performed is only made the Evidence, or Proof, of 
his having fuch a Commiflion from his Father. 

Not but that I am free to oWn th$ abfoluten*fi of 
our Lord's Manner of Expreflion, in his particular Ap* 
plications, might be owing to the FulJaefi , of the God- 
bead 



<«ef» Sffiogs.wJ DjJffK^tiQD? fif tbejfeai* ; but jthis is 
m$uku ^ J* >v*$ # v/w £4d» f«ch _Pow$r pf ^fltjijorita- 
4tivply forgiyiag,$igs, pn t^ae, Coi^^iops ©f '{&&' 'and. 
Jtapentsgice, *vight belp4g!d i" hioi, fry -.yirtue aiiiy of 
't'Diviuc CQjrjmifiion j and though we ihpujd fuppaft 
jhira iieycr fo,weg)c |iud fallible, yet, sis far as he ?&$ by 
Muttmof $h*t Commiffiqn, whatj# dp'es muft be^Att- 
rim'U*ti&e y /Y^Ud, . /md iqj&llibjle. 

, Y.o u a Lordlhjip .mentioning: fo often, tjfgx jet is Goi 

,*knsik&(swgweth A'v, fe£ais to me 59 fupr^e £t at 

ferted by us$ that the Prifeft forgiveth the Sin rurojfelfy 

exclufive of God ; whereas, My Lord, I neyer heard a- 

4iy .contend. for rnore th^ii this, Jliat (JJp$l Almighty 

•.would jnoft.certayxly .Pardon, fuch as w<jre orally pro- 

(uovmed abfolv'd/.by a Regu&r .Prieft, p^y Vi;tue or his 

Mffion, It is, My Lanl, a Do#rine not fo very; jNew, 

?io be .branded as a&fur'd. % and blafphemQUs, and every 

-tiling elfe.that your LoraifiipV Wit, and fertile Iraagi- 

•piation candoad it 'with: £fed not the Miniftcrs ^«Gftd 

^ver.,fuch a Power, in all Ages of the Jewilh and f Chrim- 

, an* Church? :Did notjonat by Virtue.of fuch jt-Com- 

, jniffion pronounce positively, that in fprty Days Nine- 

..veh Ihould b^ckftroy'd, ana though their after J^epen- 

stence. prevented the irnpendins judgment, was' the $&& 

..of ::hi& Sentence owing to. the \Veakpefs $nd infirmity of 

t.the'Man ? How were,*he ^Denunciations or Afy&luijons^ 

>of any of ;the Prophets valid, tut only -as \heg were 

coauuiffigned by. Go.d fo to /peak and^ ? And this is 

•all Lam perfuaded is jQ$utt,by.i9iiy r hat u& thpfr Terms 

,of .Art, ,as ,yoqr, kprcjfoip qaUs ^em,-pf Airt^orti^ive, 

YjfepedjAumt,' Aifalfctioiij ^fc- That(^d,Alwj^W^- 

wtiftes^nd coa^rrns, ; wjka{.£frey . do of th^s kind ^nl&rtji^ 

.in*Ji«2|yefi v iarid:Ji%s qaore immediately ^p^^tedttcra 

» for that i^utpaft tl*aa .<# h$r jtf fn.. * 

'.> :B.itT your,J-<M4ft^ the 

Man th#;dftfs tjjis jrwft bse.ix^libJe. 7 £0 tylkof; f^ h 

a Power without Infallibility ^ is Nonfenfe^ arm to pretend 

:Jwfiu!h t ty4ViWity,'i' &}<#$<&?*. [ ,TWs ^ 5 tlje.QiJern- 

- ^fia ifjom 1 WdJmpiPropgfes; ,• ?ni , t^^ope . GOinc^rm;ig 

:..; . ' w * though 
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though not their Sucteflbrs in the Chriftian Miniflry you 

fry, 

"The Affiles likewife might jjoffibly Undcrftmi . 
c * the Power of remitting, and retaining Sins, to be the 
*' fame with that Power of faying their Hands on the ■ 
u Sick) to which a miraculous Recovery was particular* 
" Jy promised by Chrlft* Or, fuppoling that they ap^ 
pjy'd it to the certain Abibiution of particular Perfons 
c< (or which we read nothing, as I know of} it is plain 
C( that they could do it on no other Bottom but thisj 
<( That Gods Will and good Pleafure about fuch parti*' 
M cular Perfons was infallibly communicated to them ; 
<c and that they declar'd his Will about thofe particular 
** Perfons. Not that themfelves abfolv'd any Men, ,pr 
cc hinder 'd them from being abfolv d by God ; no, that 
<c God was obliged to tie and untie, to kind, and toloofe 
<c the Guilt of Men • according to flieir Declarations 
* c confidered as their own Deceffions. and their own De* 
cc terminations : But that upon any fuch Occafion^ they^ 
< c declared a Matter of Fad, infallibly made known to 
cc them by G&d j either that he was ready to beftow his 
c * Mercy upon fuch particular Perfons^ or that he was 
c , c Angry with thenu This can only be the meaning of 
<c the Paflage, fuppoling it to relate to Abfolution. It 
* c moft arife from extraordinary Communications of 
cc Knowledge from God ; and consequently cannot relate' 
" in the fame Senfe. to any Set of Men in the Ordinal 
cc ry State of the Qrorch- void of fuch Communicati- 
ons of infellible Knowledge, as could be even in the 
Apoflles, the only foundation of any fuppofed author 
ritative Abfnlution ? . fage 95,- 96: 

< 

But why,. My LfrjJiil this Harangue ibout Infal-s 
libility ? W*i not EHas hinifelf a Man futyft to like 
fafftont as we are} And who was there among all the 
Apoflles, not fub jeS to humane Frailty ? Yet thefe, by 
your Lordihjps own Suffrage, were impower'd author^ 
tativeJy.to Blefs, • and Abfjlve. Let this f as your Lord-< 
fhip contends ) be never To peculiar to them ftfll itprtfves^ 
jfcat fuch * Power, may, if God Almighty t>Jeaffs,>,H 
given to fajlible Men ; and whfcn it isduppte'tfthat the| * 
ite eotamiffiogd by him. thus to 4a all their W^aknefy 

G sna 
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tad ArfTrmil j, docs Acfc at att affitS their Afcftteity, and 
the Reafon of this, is, bccaufe that is Divine, tho' tjity 
Humane, Your Lor dlhip, indeed, infifts, fuch a Power 
rfuft %rifc from eSrtaor dinary, ami ^artScefafc Gomminli- 
citSpris ; But ktthe Gommtmications be whattfeey wii], 
Ordikkr^ bl Extraordinary, ftiii it ttirrre upon trrerti $ 
and "wtten they are onbe intwtey the 'Authority of tjiie Aft 
is tibt to 4>e difpftted. Tho' iflle bell of TKtei are fallible ; 
Sfetifcte Iriflfrtrftbnp 'o^flc&veh tfreipetfefi : And when wc 
aire^n^T^T^^fol^^ 'tis ahteys ttoe 'tir^I- 
wjfyfe, ^mrheriticfc *let irhfe Speaker be who he win. The 
Wea^nefi'iftd Fal}ft*ltty 6f the Men, inveSed with tlie* 
Ghriifein P rfefthood,c»rthetf dfcrefce no Argotaeiit agjfeiaft 
rftfceriihe Aiithcrrhy^br Validity bttheilr Adtfcriitahattons; 
and *tis Very much to be w<Jrider 4* your LdixilhifpSvouId 
]fcbbur*Poii^*&7^ PurpoTe. 

Vh RY fiu ami from dfenyingL thatthtre^erefome 
IniFinces of Pdwer lodg'd inflie Apoftles, that wefrenof 
coritltiVd'in the Afticr-Agcs of tHc Gfiurch, : fuchas*he 

Tribbtfc ind the Tike : But tfie 'Power of 'ftfhed&tkn 
zna^fbhUvn. ft«m^fo hec^fl&rt *p the continual Cdn* 
iblatidn, ttitd Support of the CEurclHn fell ? Ages:of *iti 
tfiat onewduld \fanktheve*y Natureof theThiftg ! flwiila 
Aiggeft. ^thefe were GiftrCSixtk left withrher, ^enek *» the 
B#d">*ftb& WoJbk «e nittfr be i-grfeat Sfrangerta *Saf 
jfaaurif GAd, wbidb fo^s J allVide^aia^\Mt hith 
not fomctime or 'other, felt his Heart: fenforglL byia' live- 
ly FflAk -at the Pnblkk Berur&citons of our M^feiws ; 
add •wlten -ti^efe/ ©r feme otHerratfrc prhrkte ABftiAti> 
ons, are apply'd to.&n fyogeftyfto' ihftoftdcslpiiriiig <3on- 
vi&j that fecret fprinq of Joy, that immediately flow£ 
ih'ftiJi z Breafl ,-fpc!aks, )Wyi^rrf,We A/db6rJiy-& a 
^tdarfrieftfaj, beybnd 'the R&drof Worfl£ Tfte 
ofjaV Frofrflicn iJ6« hot; lead me to tho 



:iiteof^aJ Pnoftflfen i&>« hot; lead me^to th^fe^jb- 
ftfv^tfems; cut;^ yfylJri^ \ fetre Tmd teetJ<toitor!K> 
h^r flk^Aceronts bf *thts hhid^fitm 'feme offfcirtfe- 
cfed *Fto£ioii, its i»fe mc ! rib t Roka*tp '* doubt. ;tFtete 
is#6thai<*I 'am-dtturaHif iwte Jeatow ^f ttoatf dSftdia- 
Skill: R^l^fcfl -ITi^ili^gfct^eYerfincte |h£*?if«Ai 

^^Up^^A^des^he eortfajrdiba^rijak4*^S^ 

^ ly 



<<4* ) 

: fy tpaginatiim ; I have always believed (w& the more 
I have examin'd, flill the mote 1 have believ'dj the Chri«> 
ftiaii Religion, a ^ ^ ** ' ^ * *' * * 

fright of all the ] 
Icquld rtdt fej^ 

- Qfligy^ 1 have always 'thought it no inconficUrafcle Part 
of fldi Religion, to revurence theit Order r And this I 
hxve daoim oil thfe fingk Principle $ becauft I fontfy be- 
lieve thdr Mioifliy, jfe by the teal, and rifiddubt&T Ap- 
pointment of God, made a means! towards the ' eternal 
Salvation of my Soul. 

But apofher Medium your Lotdihip advances, to. 

• peofcethgnris no fiich Thing as Autjioi'itarivct Benecfi- 

ekiob, or Abfohit^ion, is, becauft no Prieft can abfolve' a 

- Mm. b?tt on tfic Terms of the Qofpel. This My Lord* 
; 1 ftduld faorve taken for Inadvertency^ had' I riot found 

it ft often inculcated, 

* 

T h a t she JBtncdiclionL or AbfoJution of any Rrieit, 
takes its Validity wholly frojn the Terms pf the Gofpel, 
I never found any fo mad as to deny. YourLordrhapydoes 
indeedjfeem to fpeak of fuch People ; but where, aija who 
they are, I never yet could learn. A Prieft having Divine 
Atitthority to a& within his Goi^milGon, l^ts nohe at all. 
when he exceeds it ; and therefore if ahy of them (hoiiid 
pretend to'btafs; or abjblvt on others Terms, than whit 
♦he Gafpet exhibits, he not onfy afts without AuChor&y, 
but wickedly j arm don't ufe, but abufe his Office, Bht 
i then i| feenis very Grange to me thai? yaw Lotdflup 
ihould infift, t|iat in order to an Abfoiujidn^ being tru- 
ly authoritative, it muft be absolute, aiid without any 
Conditions : For My LorJ> cumot Authority a* well $e 
determind byConaitldns, as without diem ? Is dor a 
Pardon granted by a Prince, as authoritative $ authori- 
tative, I fay, not abfolute, when it is granted on Con- 
■ ditions, as vfam ttare are none ; Without this be 
granted, rto Pardon of a Sinner could" be allow d autho- 
' ritative : * Not by the Minifters of the Gofpel, fcecaufe 
fuch a Pardon is not in their Conirniflion : Not hy the 
Apoftles ; becaufe they were bound to deliver the Gb- 
ftina%e, and Incorrigible, over to Satan: No ! not by 
God bkrtelf \ Jbecaiife he is bound % his Veracity and 

Juftice, 



Juftice, to punifli fiich an Offender. Let therefore," the 
. Absolution pronouncd by a Prieftj be never fo conditio* 
naL Aj.ll 'tis authoritative as on fuch Terrns 'tis ratify 'd 
by Heaven ; and that what the regular Friefthood, thus 
limited, does pronounce, is fo ; Scripture, Reafon. and 
all Commentators confirm. Their authoritative Bene- 
dicHon, and Remiflion, are not barely Terms of Art, and 
. pioxe Amulements, but real ; and Divinely inflituted 
Parts of the Chriftian Priefthood, and to the End of the 

.Wfldd. 

And this, after this longConteft, your Lordlhip 
, feems to me, at laft to grant. " All (feys your Lord- 
. Ci fliip) that it (that is the Text of Remitting and Rc- 
c f tajning) can poffibly convey to any, who fucceed the 
f ? Apoftles in their Spiritual Office, fuppojing it to re- 
ff late totlys Sqbje£K is a Right to do their Dutyj 
* c to declare Perfons aofolv'd from their Sins by God, 
<c Co far and no farther than as they come up to 
cc thole Conditions, upon which our Lord himfelf fixed 
cc their Acquittance, or Juftification. This is all a fair* 
" Iible Man, in the Jiigheft Office in the World, is 
f c capable of. 

And -'tis. My Lord^ all that is contended for by any 

.1 know, ana is as mucn as an infallible Man could do, 

could we fuppofe fuch a Thing : For if they have a 

. Right, they have an Authority to do this ; without 

. Right, and Authority fhould prove at laft to mean two 

Things : And if this Right be Divine, then they have a 

Divine Right, Authority which you pleafe to do fb ; 

confequently authoritative Benediction, and Abfolution, 

prove at laft, by your Lordihips own Conceftions, not 

to be fuch extravagant Notions, as your Lordlhip has 

rcprefented them. 

B it t it fares with this Doftrine, as it did with fom^ 
of the Martyrs ut our holy Religion, whofe Innocence 
and Inoffenfiveneis,. took off the Fierceneis Qftheveiy 
. Brutes ; therefore were they drefs'd in the Skins of wild 
Beafls, the more eflfe£lually to tempt the Hounds to 
worry them. The native Beauty, and Innocence of 
Truth is fuch, that were it not mifreprefen?ed, if it 

were 
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• 'were not embraced, yet it would be treated with out* 
ward Rcfpe<fl. The Rage of its Enemies find it difficult 
openly to hunt it down; therefore it mufl he difguistt 
with fofne of the Deformities of Falihood, that it may 
appear frightful, and moiiftrpus to the Beholdir. 

Permit me. My Lord > once more to transcribe yottr 
Lordlhip, and 1 have done. After therefore, your lord- 
ihip has concluded God to be juft, and Good ; the Got 
pel a plain Declaration of his Will ; that heoannot pat 
into the Hands of weak, fallible Men, Privileges^ and 
Powers of authoritative Benedi&ion, £jfo That thefe 
- are things he keeps in his own Hands ; and do not depend 
on Regularities, Niceties, impoflible, or improbable* 
fife. Your Lordfliip adds, <c This will lead you fas it 
" ought all of us) not to be afraid of the Terrors of 
<c Men, or the vain Words of regular and uninterrupt- 
<c ed Succeifions : Authoritative Benedidion, Excommu- 
<c nications, or Abiblutions, Nullity, or Validity of' 
€€ God s Ordinances to the People, upon the Account of 
€C Niceties, and Trifles, or any other the like Dreams ©f 
** thofe who have feperated themfelves, or thofe who 
* c follow them in thefe Doftrines, And a little after, I 
(C am fure that it is upright, and honeft to fpeak this 
u plainly. And again, 'the Fapifts may excommunicate 
, *V tho Pioteftant Non-jurors, The .Non-jurors may ex- 
cc communicate the High-Church-Men, as well as all o- 
cc ther Briti/b Proteftants, who Pray for King George. 
a Thefe again may excommunicate, unchurch, unchrifti- 
* c an, thofe, whole Church-Government^ or Worfhip^ 
<Q differ from their own. . And thefe again may exercifc 
* c the lame Spiritual Discipline (the fame, My Lord, ve- 
" Ty kind indeed,) wherever their Terrors can extend 
<c themfelves. They may thus fcatter Damnation about ; 
<€ playing, one would think like the Man in the Pro- 
<c verbs, with Fire-brands and Death; and faying, Ate 
cc we not in Sport ? And they may every one flatterthem- 
cc felves, that this Power of the Keys, fliuts out from 
*< the Cathcflick Church here, and the kingdom of Hefc- 
c< ven hereafter : But it is in Truth, onJy from themfelves, 
<c that they can excommunicate. And this is very often 
+' their own Crime, and their own Lofs" fage 98. loo* 

Indeed, 
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• * 

luj>htv> MpLofJy tiis ismaAiHgUif^t^ and 
tcUan£ ua at once, ali Ecclefiafticai Power, 1$ * &** of 
Theological Bugbear For face the Pretences o£ the 
moft facrikgrtuti Ufurpcjcj, that ever atotar'd in tie 
Chriftian Church (I mean thofe of our Diflenters) is 
blended witk the regukr Priefth^od of the Church of 
Jsngiandt k i evident. y6ur Lotdfinp's Argpuitnl i* A© 
loogeaf to be confided fegainft the AWe, but the Ufc 
of fcch & Power in the general Really, My Lerd, jqu 
aaay mention the. Mirth of the Fool in the Frowbf- ; 
h* whether this Latitude (for fol moft call St) doth not 
grw^E»couilagfimeirttolk:ej3tiDm TongtrcB, and Pens, to 
,itt*ikeaJcftof all Rriigioi^ will, I hope, be feribufly 
cenfcder d before too fate. Far he it from rue, to contend 
foe the ntaay idle Abufes of die Power of she Keys, in 
-abr Church of jtafur ; Bfct when the Sentence of Excom- 
- liiwuji irii n, is pronoitoc'd by a regular Pricfthood, by 
Virtue of their Million ; X rauft declare it my Opinion, 
That neat to eternal Damnation, nothing can be more 
ilreadfiil, without Repentance, aiid bdbng reconciled to 
. the Ghutth. To. dsfprfc y and laugh zt fuch a Sen$snm % 
is.tfae£rJy to di^^, . and banter Gfmift hwifolf; and 
one, that thus conteihnd the Authority of the Churr/j, 
:/Mur not only to be treated as a Heathek, and a Publican^ 
butwas a&ually deliver'd over, by ah Apoftle to Sato*) 
bs wig&t fear* net to blafpbeme. 



• ■ 

- The Senft of the ancient Fathers, in this Particular, 
,is recent in all Churcb-Hiftory ; it cannot here be mufe- 
ttil, to lay before the Reader, . feme of the AccoMts of 
• the Learned Cavr, on the Sentence of Excommunicat- 
es as pra&is tl by the Primitive Church* 

. , * c Th i s Way of Pnnifhinfe (fays he) by Excon*m«- 
: c? nication, was not Originally Iriftituted by our Jx>rd, 
. cc orhisApoflks; bitted been lUftcientJy pra&isd y( both 

<c among Je»s y and Gentiles* Twas commonly by the 
- <c Druides y (as Ctfar, who liv'd among them, inform 

cc us) who. when any-of the People became irregular, 

cc or di&rderly, ptefentij fufpmded them from their Sa- 
. Ci crifices. And the Per&ns, who were, .dins fiiC^ended, 

<<; were tc ounted in the Number of the moft tnipious 

c< and 



** mi W&t&bk Perfons. All Jfan (teed off from them; 
<c -fktitotA thfeir Company and Conrerfc, as *n InfeSh* 
<c and &!%£&£• They had ho Benefit <£ £** or A* 1 
c< *>6r, : srjtefoeft Aewh witto them ; *m^ <£ all the 1 

cc trar*. So fer, toe givirfg an Account of thfe Difcipkne* 
cc sftitdnglt the ancient G*tfZr»- In the J^w** Cfcutdi,' 
cc nothing *fe* mor^laimliaflr j tlieir three ramous De- ' 
c< 'gregs df ilficotMnrnktotitn, NidduL r Gberew % Sk*m-\ 
u matka± t a*e fe^dtafflorily known, thaft it w^e imper* 
<c tinent to iifflfi on Aem. From the Ufegeof&e Jew*' 
c< #8, it %as, amongll other Rites, adapted into flic 
w <^^tf» GWoS, pra&is'd by the Apoflles, and die 
cc ChurAes Bundea by 1 them, (whereof we have Inft«n- 
<c ees in *the Ttexv TM&ment) but brought to greater 
** f^tfyBhn in fiicceeding Times. Twas varwu/ly «*-' 
" .preTs*d by their encient Writers, tho* much to thfe 
** fam* Ptirpdfe. 'Such Perfbns are faid Ab/Hneri y to Ibe 
" kept fc*ck a Word much usd hy Cyprian $ and * hff 
<f Synod vfWbsris, tt W{« W*> he/eparahd y or tbib£ 
«* fepariteii fVam'the Body *of Chrift, as St. Auptfltn^ 

cc to fcfc whotheut off* from the Communion, as H&inthe 

* 3*^ftai<&Can^ "Exjtxu^c: 
cc as the Laodicean Synod calls ir ? to be thrown out ok 
"the Church, to hz.anathetnati$ed y anjl without ^he 

* Cotrfmttriioij, or V ale of theChurth, as the-Fathiers of 
**" *the 'Council «oF Grtmgra have it. ' 

' cc T*H I s:5ulpcnMpn,atHj Penance'fhat accompany M it, 

* tate greater, or left; longer, or ! <hor^ arcotduig-tb 

* the^NAiite 0? thc'Oferej yometimei twp^thfree, ten,,; 
u fiftefen. ^Wefity. or thittyTV^r^ andfojmetimes' fci 
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cc yet it wis onl ♦ as a Lay Ter/bpy isever recovering the 
€t Honour, and Dignity of his Oitice. T)^:iSornc6us y 
c * Biihop of Ttomet giving fabivi y ot ^nthek^ an Ac- 

* count of theClancular and Schifmatkal Ordination 
c 5 o£Novatidn $ tells him, That one of the Bifhopsthat 
*• Ordain d him return 'd after to the Church with Tears^ 
« c bewailing of his Offeree, whom at the lnftance of the 

* People, he had receivd into Lay-Gmm/union. The 
c 5. fame Cyprian writing about this very Cafe to Tro* 
€ 5 tbi»ms y (who was either the very Bifliop mention'd 
«5 Iby Cornelius t or one of his .Collegties) that returned 
cc t;o the Church with great Demonflrations of Repen* 
* c tancej he tells us, He was admitted, but no otherwife 
« c than in the Capacity of a Lay-Man* And fpeaking 
<c elfcwhcre of Bafilides Repentance, he tells us x He 
* c had no Thoughts of retaining his bi/boprick y making. 
<c account he was very well dealt withj if upon Iris Re* 
<c pentancehe ntight Commtinicatc as a Laick, and be 
<c received amongfi the Number of the Faithful. ■ This 
<c St. Baftt tells us, Was an ancient Canon- and Practice 
<c of the Church and accordingly ordains, That a Dea* 

* con guilty of Fornication fhould be depofed from the 

* Offce y and being thruft down in the Rank of the 
Laity , fhould in that Quality be admitted ta Com* 






munion. 



T i s not, My Lord, f hat \ think any* thing of this 
Nature, can be new to you, that I have fo largely trail* 
fcribed this excellent Author ; but as tliefe Papers are to 
hear a publick, as 'well as your-private View* I can't 
tut think it muft he at once, both ufeful and delightful 
to the Common Reader. Permit me, therefore, to .add 
yet further his Account of the Manner of the Primitive 
Church receiving again excommunicate Perfdns, on their 
JRepentance. 

_ . cc During the fpace of penance (fays he) they appear'd 
5 C in all the Formalities of Sorrow and. Mourning, in a 
* c fordid and fquallid Habit, with a fad Countenance^ 
cc and a Head tung clown, with 'tears in tlieir Eyes$ 
S Handing without at the Church Voors y (for they inrere 
c ~ hot fufferd to enter in) falling down upon their Knees 
* c . p the Miniiters, as they w^nt in 3 and begging the 
t '.■ l! Pr^y c rar 



«' Prayers of ajl gooiOtiftiansfor timfefos, with all 
< c • the Expreffions and I)enaoi>ftmion5 *)£ a forrowfu] an* 
* c ' deje#edjtfiiid; rttfoiuqg the. /<fcw. they Jay iu,X^ 
« c pentaricej the, A/^A/?r it would texalt, them, • thje. . mpr© 
* c fordid'they. ap^pea^y^the.mQ^fttlk^ihQui^ b.e cleaxtfed 
£ and' purify 'dj they left; th^fpajethei^rfelyes, th$,more> 
* God'wouia'fpare'thew. Atthefe.time§,aJf^they J mad» 
<c open Confeffion of their Faults; this being accounted 
* c *the very^princ of Repentance^ and : without, which 
<c they, ceiiclufteft if caulcfogti be : reaL Out of Qmfeflipr* 
cc ($ys&r!u#jm^ airf fy Reptn*. 

a tavceGgdJlpfe?fy4 m £nd the^^iwhouit this, nei-s 
cc the* R^cl^sjiQr^onour, wouJd.p^Qffu^e.anyAdipiflwq 
cc ifitoUle^JiurchV Tiw&^uJekim^pP^ Thai when* 
" V&ktyPM^ the^fexpp^t,, woyJ,d:hay^goMiu;withthA 
" rf ftlofthe ChuftUtt^ ouL\Eaj!.<!rrEve i to have patfafod, 
<ff qf.thePrayeis.Pf th^CliTOh^.thec.Biftopof ' : th* Place; 
cc wouj^.by np ^ea^s fyfi;er.it jb unjefs lie xtyfeGonfefjion 
* % o t f hi* Si^jjaJid'paf^d.thrpu^fcthe; 0*de* of.tfic," fa 
1 *$%$*> ^"g S^Utyofc gr^f^^d, enormous Sinsj 



« 2f : ^V*-™^ :b .«™^ yet.a$ftftcn/d on Fbiiip^ the; 
Emperor, Itha^e/arni^ly fhew/,d it to be,falfe,j. an4, 
<* that 'tris rather meant of one Vhilippm^ who was 
« Governor of Fjry/tf, and profefs'd himfelf a Cbrifiiani 
"But, ho wey^r ^s s wa^ 'tis .cetfa jr* tjiat , a > Per fon • as 
* great as J^ XfoMfo the Great, fox h^' bloody, aqd, 
f barbarous Si%litex: of, tli* fjjefalonian^ < was jby^St. 
^^^/^^Bilhotp' of. A*?/tf» y fufpended^ bf ought;, tpj 
c < putlick^Q?^^^^ ap 4, forced to amdepgo ,aye*y fe> 
<c -vere£ourfe v of r Penance* for; eights Monies, t^gethjer. jj 
" when after .great Denxwftratiws, of. a^a^fy. /Sorrow, 
" an.d.fmcere Repentance, not, more, rigidly., inpipoftd, 
" than readily<and willingly received by him,' afte^hia 
" ufual Proteftations in the Church, (as if unworthy 

. * H* « eitker 



p iwi.i. >£pi' j f t <jiiuj « p.||,j n i JaiJl 



#.M ■ ■ - ■ t 



' PnWi\tQtritoty\iyy, Pavilli. C£ap7v»' Pagetf** tf\, 4** f 

N. B. rmutt'ddi^ fhe Gentleman who expe&s tlje. Councils (houtf 
bC/quor«^i l | f Tkfo.E4in 0nf t( ,p f<i r ^enr ro Father C a v eV Book 

VM\* Us hercbrnfuiljr calls that Great and Venerably Man,) where- 
fit rity fee then at krge. • 



<c cither to Stand or Kneel), crying out in the Words of 
cc David, Mj Soul cleaveth unto the Duft, quicken thou 
u me accordtngtoihy Weirdy after having oft torn his 
** Hair, beat his Forehead, watered his Cheeks with his 
<c Tears, and humbly begged Peace and Pardon, he was 
cc abfol ved, and reftored to Communion with the Church ; 
** of which Paffage, they who would know more^ may 
tt find the Story largely related by Theodore*. 

I Am very (enfible how well ibever. this may be 
known by your Lordfliip, and entertain d with the ut- 
moft Deference by fuch as have aiiy Notion of the Puri- 
ty of the Primitive Church, yet fuch is the fordid Igno- 
rance of our Modern Se£hirifts and the overfiz'd Under-* 
ftandings of lome of our Moderate Church-Men, that 
every thing of this Nature muft pafs for Popery ; as if 
(as the Learned Stillingfleet obferves) though feveral Hu- 
mane Polities, have continued their Original Confiitu- 
tion many hundred Years, that of the Church fhould be 
wholly loft in two or three Centuries, and that fb infen- 
fibly, that none fliould complain of it. But, however, 
'tis to be hop'd that fome will be induced to think ths 
Cenfures of the Church, were not made To light ot in 
thofe early Ages of the Church, and that there was no- 
thing except Eternal Damnation, the Primitive Christi- 
ans more dreaded than the Sentence of Excommunica- 
tion. 

Nor does the Church happily efiablifli'd among us, 
make her Cenfures of this Nature, lefs weighty and ira-, 
portant. Twould too much Swell the Bulk of theft Pa* 
pers, to lay before you the Language of hefr Canons ^ 
and we need not go further, than one of her Articles, 
to be informed, That excommunicate Perlons, are to be 
treated as Publicans and Heathens; and are profecuted 
with a fort of Rigour, even after Death, being deny'd 
Chrlftian Burial. 

« 

In fliort, where-ever Chriftianity has gain'd any 
Footing in the World, fuch Privileges of the Churdi, 
your Lordfhip is pleafca to make a Jeft of, have always 
ftruk the Minds of all her Members with Awe and Re- 
verence j and I am very forry any thing from your Lord- 
fhip 



(si ) , 

ffiip Ihould Clafh with fo Univerfal a Sentiment. The 
Abufe of thefe Powers, or rather the pretending t^pfe 
Powers in fuch Inftances > in which they are not, cannot 
here be concern'd, nor ought not to be made;aij J^frgu- 
ment againft the regular and commiffion'd Uft <#* them. 
Moft certainly fuch Power in the general, id.lodg'd in 
the Church, and the Eternal Veracity of God is engaged 
to uphold, and confirm it to the End of the World. The 
Pretention the Miniflers of the Gofpel hfcta to fyth 9 
Z Power, is not (as your Lordfliip exprefflfs it 'in your 
Preface) a fubfthuting themf elves tn <8^i/Hr Jtead ; but 
the immediate and free A& of our Lord jefus himfelf^ 
who made them . his Subftitutes here on Earth, and has 
promis'd whatever they do on Earth by Virtue of their 
Million, fhould be ratified in Heaven ; fq that, My Lord y 
all the Authoritative Inftances of thisNature, ought not 
I humbly conceive, to be calTd Mafts^judgment^ but the 
Judgment of God pronoune'd by Man. 

* 

The Refult then of the &hok is, That as God is. 
True, and Juft, and Good ; fb he has demonfirated thefe 
his endearing Attributes to the World, by the particu- 
lar Revelation of his Will in the Holy Scriptures. By 
thefe, he has hot left .us to the uncertain Conclufions of 
our own weak ReafQn*' but plainly chalk'd out to us each 
particular of oui-J^tftv. Some Things he has made fi\ 
by his own pqiitive Inftitution, fuch as Baptifm^ the 
LorcTs Supper , fee. Others he has left to be determin'd 
by his Miniflers and Stewards ^ with the ftri&eft Charge 
tp us to obey them, in all proper Inftances of their Power, 
becaufe they are appointed by him to 'watch for our Souls* 
This Authority thus lodged in the Miniflers of the 
Church, is foitrongly inculcated by our Bleffed Lord, 
that he peremptorily pronounces they that defpife it z de- 
fpife hint i and as he that receives a Prophet in the Name 
of a Prophets [hould have a Prophet's Reward, fo he afr 
lerts every Injury done to the leaft of thefe his irethren % 
direflly done unto himfelf, and fhould accordingly be 
accounted for at the Day of Judgment. : Nor was this 
Regard to them to be Temporary^ or confinM only to the 
Apoftles, but to continue to the End of the World ; and 
though they were in all Ages not only to vreftle againft 
flefh and Bloody but again ft Principalities , againft Povo- 

*rr 9 



erf, and the Rulers of the *Darknefspf this-World^ yet 
tfoty wef e* pftWAiftcHhat the Gates (if Hill jfbouid never 
prevailagairift tbent ; and ; in all'thete Encounters they 
Would coirte • iff fnore than GbntpierGrs^ fhfoqgb'Cbrift 
tbaV ] ftrt¥$heri'dtbei>u 

TH* s* e, My txhfi. were* the J tt&nifes y *tfd thefeVth* 
ftortdMrmm which- the Chrfyian, ^tfaat )Rpyai?rtifthooa* 
was Wit, iarfd the Trrtn&i'anSd Wdbifity of them,' the 
WorJd has fiaid*afcavc v $eirenteeri hundred Years Experi- 
enced of. ^MThen'was there 'a Tittle 'tince our Saviour left 
theJEarth, 'that tbis'&riftr was. Extuift iiv? And when 
was'fchete'a Time in which* ir was n6t* reveferree'd, anil 
thought* "to be of x Divine 'Inftitution * by * wjfe y as will as 
•-***£ Men f TFhefe were, 7 Hiy / Lor J 4 y the~Seiltiments ofilJ 
©hriftiam, -before- the Corruptions of "the 'Church Of 
Jfe^*? we*e->efver heard of 'fir the 'WorM. Thcife that 
odwld'yajeto die, dare dM 1'fay, Tufcmit to die, ,y6t 
would not give up* Hre 1 Chrifiian'rrrefthood to the'fove- 
rcft Edi&s of the Emperors. The Power that gave them 
^NMkm^heythottght'lHffr/in all: its Obligations ta 
any i: Pmver on 'Earth, andTotaras'they a#ed cprififtent 
therewith, - no'-Prohibition' they ;thcru;&t could difblve 
their Ofcl^ations'.. They rejoiced that they were counted 
wmtbyt&faffir'foT tins, ' and i Found >theaifelves, at no 
Bilenrma ' when the Competition was 5 between' God and 
Man. -Nor that they were To well "Le&ur'd concerning 
rbeGoddvf r Soci&y y \o think thenifelves engaged* to oppofe 
by Xrms^fti&r Lawfiil Governors on this Account, and 
the after -Experience oFthe'Churdi -proves them right in 
their 'Notion ^brit their Principle at once* led. them' to 
f reach antf 'Di/forthe Chrifiian Religion. As their Bi- 
ihops di'd not enjoy the Brbte&ion^ and' BfonJifbtnmts of 
the Civil Power *fo they were very; faVFrom acknowledg- 
ing, they derived their Office folely'from it. They'had 
learned from an Apoftlc to Glory in nothing fo much tzs 
th/Crbfs cf their Saviour , ^id knew w&Sejf-Vreferva- 
twn^ like that of favrng in their. Souls. To fufter w-as a 
tenon they werfc very well' infmj&ed. in, and though they 
were not taughtby Experience, yet they were fully per- 
fbaded/'the Blood qf the .Martyrs would prove the Seed 
of the Ctritfih. God Almighty they' believed no^OnJyto 
be inSmtety Cood'*xli Juft, l hxixMfb iflfinftely-lf//* ; and 
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therefore tho' their -Zeal for the Good'df his Church, urate 
not at all weak and langtiifhing, yet they always thought 
him the prof ereft Judgeof the Means tO;prfeiferve4t. Tney 
were fully convinced, he that OxlldGrafp -the^Ghhe hi 
the i?alm6f 'his Jfea*/, and 'Frpwn \hp>mon-*Kalted<Buble 
Of Zkift and ^/&tfj«into his Primitive Nothing, needed 
not their Afiiftance, and therefore they Mpt carefully 
within the. Mounds of .their -Duty, and(eft*ne'Bfr€rftto 
His Providence. -This. made them-tenacioufty zShtt tthe 
Divine Authority of . the 'Civil Power, though all -its 
whole force Teem'd bent ^gainft them,,* and 1 though, as 
Tertullian boafts thegreatnefs of their Numbers, and 
their fearlefnefs pf *I)eatk»/igkt hitve made*heirt } fotmi- 
dable ; yet they-alw^ys prov^ithsjr had ho Weapons^K 
lpw'd b y y their 'Religion: againft "tha\ vbtft tPrayers and 
TCears, Th^y could, theyjdidsherefofe, bravely Die f for 
exerdfing their ^Prieftiy Office,; Jb\jt «they durft ^n<5t de- 
cline, though prohibited by allthe Power on Earth, which 
furely -muft prove them great "Stranger^ : fo *whfi your 
Lordihip fb^arneftly contenHsibr hi the»fiiftiBivwWfl <<tf 
your Difcourfe, J^y-Deprmatton. 

Nor were'they lefs zealous for the particular Ester* 
cifes, than the general Office gf the Priefihpod. Autho* 
rttative>B*nedtition, • Ab filiation, Jfc.'-were tvith therm 
neither "2*<?r!»j tf *Art -nor Amtifirtttents. They looked 
on them as a*Power aevdlv'd by 40110(1' on the 'Church 
for all Ages ;.< and though they weFe^frfce f& own therein* 
elHmable Privileges, and dreadful Sentences were vCon* 
v£y'd to them through, ortby*theTongue6 of weak and 
fallible Men, yetth^. conJIder'd their Divine Energy 
and, Force, cameirom*hin\, in whofe Name th^- a&. 
Paul, they wer&fmfibiermfgbt plant, and Apollos might 
xvflter^ but it wasiority Godthatgave'the^Jnoreqfei This 
therefore, though at made them .look at the Origii«fl 
Author^ withalraade them have the/higheft Value for the 
Inftrumeiit;, and.to <efieem the ddffiifhfg of the Minifters 
of Chvi ft un the proper Exercife of their Office, of the 
fame Nature and Malignity, as if they 'defpifed dm& 
himfelf in Perfon. . » -< 

I M it s T .add Further,.?Wy Lord, there-is nothing pe- 
culiar to the-Qmrch of England, that need make us a- 
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Jham'd to own this Doftrine. The Authority of her 
Million* both in the general and particular Exercifes of 
it, is aeclared to be of the fame Divine Inftitution : 
Whatever your Lordfliip may at prefent think, She is 
not afham'd to aflert, even in her Daily and Publick Ser- 
vice, God Almighty had given foch Power and Authori- 
ty to her Minifters. as is here contended. Nor doesfuch 
an Authority at all Clafli with any of the Attributes of 
God, but very well Comport, with that incomprehenfi- 
He Love, that is throughout the Sacred Writings, faid to 
be between Chrift and his Church. 

Upon the whole, and to take it one general View^ 
whether we confider trie exprefs Decifions of the Scrip- 
tures \ the Senfe of the Fathers , that of all the Commen- 
tators ', or the Publick y and moft Authentick Voice of the 
Churchy with the Perplexity and Uncertainty of what your 
Lordfliip has prefented : The two laft Branches of your 
Lordfhip's Dilcourfe, mufl appear, at leaft to carry tome 
Difficulty in them 3 of that Nature, as is not at prefent 
folyable to that Confidence, and common Senfe of the 
, Christian Laity j to which your Lordfliip is pleas'd to 
appeal* 

Thus have I fully laid before you^ My Lord^ fbcfc 
Reafons, as make me lb unhappy at prefent, to differ 
from your Lordfliip ; and as the particular Encourage- 
ment yoraare pleas'd to give to the Laity , will, I hope, 
excufe thisTrouble ; fo the vaft Importance (as they at 
prefent appear to me) of the Matters in Controverfy t-e- 
tweea us^ niade fuch an Enquiry entirely iieceflary. For 
*tis, My Lord, I think 5 a Matter of the higheft Confe- 
cjriemc* to the Honour of Chriftianity in general, to con- 
fide whether its Priefthood be of Divine or Humane In- 
flittaiSoii. When it is confider'd it has always been, the 
Boaftof the moft Idolatrous, and Pagan Priefts that 
they had their Miflion, immediately from the Goasthey 
Worlhip'd ; it muft certainly- depretiate the Chriftian 
Priefthood below all others, to fuppofe that alone deriv'd 
from the Civil Power. Tis true, we are commanded to 
fubmit to every Ordinance of Man $ but noone is more 
fefifible than your Lordfliip^. how very averfe the great 
Law of Nature is to this Precept, tho' the Divine Autho- , 
- nty 
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rity ot the Writer, has giuen it an undeniable SanSion 
from Heaven. Wicked/ and profligate Men, have in all 
Ages, been ready enough to lay thefe Things ; but it is 
exceeding Pitty, they lhould have any Encouragement 
from fuch as you. Tho' the Chriflian Prieflhood would 
lofe very little Ground^ by the mod prying Examination ' 
of the beft of the Laity ; yet the Light, and Superficial, 
are always, your Lordlhip muft needs know^ Wifer than 
their Teachers ; and did not the better Senfe, and En- 
quiries of others, pofitively pronounce them Divinely 
Commifliond. we mould find them treated (as the 
Apoftle complains in his Time) as the Filth and Offcour- 
ing of the World I 

A T once, with Pleafure, and Horror, I lpfcak it j in 
this Age, fo funk is the Reputation of the Gown, lb fat 
is it from the wonted Refpe<$ and Veneration, was for- 
merly ihewn it, that it has been often mention'd to me, 
with a fort of melancholly Complement, that any Thing 
in Favour of Religion, from even fuch mean Pens as 
mine, is better receiv'd by far, than the moil elaborate 
Work of a Clergy-Man. Tis with great Joy, I em- 
brace the Opportunity of Baffling fo unreasonable, fo 
monftrous a Prejudice ; and that I can. in the meanefi 
Degree, convince fuch People, of the Poflibility of being 
in Earneft for Religion, without (as they term it) 
'Writing for my Trade 2 But, what can we (ay, My Lork 9 
when the Queftion is put thus home to us, r ibou that ab~ 
borreft Idols > do ft thou commit Sacrilege i 

W B are told by St. SauL That fome Preached Chrift 
through Envy ; yet, ftill asOirift was preach 'd at all, the 
Holy Man rejoic'd. This may not be our Cafe at ore- 
lent, admit it be for Gain ; yet let us appear, at leaft 
as much in Earneft for the Goddefs as the Shrines. If 
the Prieflhood be at laft a Trade ; let it, however, hold 
faft its Charter ', and fince the World have for the moft 
Part, believ'd that Charter Originally to be Divine 
the Notion be flill kept up; and only the Wits y 
Merry Andrews of the Age, blab out the Cheat. Such 
a Notion to be fure can do no Hurt, our moft refin'd Po- 
liticians allow, Priefts are the finefl Fellows in the World 
to keep the Mob in awe, and have made it one ObjeGti* 

on 
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bn againfl our* 0>ark^SchooU^ that tfte Children ire* 
ifade as wife as themlelve^ 

! F'a-r be it fVoftvme', iWy Lords to charge- you. with der 
ffgnedly encouraging thefeCoilfcqtiences: l>ut, I'wonder 
yo«r r liordlhip ihoujd'be- unmindftilj there- are.too many 
tiwrf> wilji It- cannot^furehave, Tca^d your Notice, what 
» remarkable Malice ishourty difplay^ againft thejCJer*' 
gy in* general ; $ and'fure; your Lordihip capnot- have. fpr-* 
gofchow-eafy it ivas-to prove tfaboth^a Blafp,bemer± whe# 
jfaak-had'a-niindfobis Vine-yard: 

The old Stuff of Protefiantifw, and Zealagninft flv 
pery y may ferye well enough to keep up the Dinn of a 
Mug-lieufe^ or< iht~Hkzza of a % Bpnefire ; bdt the Man 
bi'-fizrUahdBiftfnffhn^ is for pawning t big Barfonsivi 
general'; and all' the World : fcnQws his Motto is, Priefis 
4f i aIi?Religi6hS' are the fame. 

* Believe me-, My '-Lordf 'tis with exceec&ng.Sorrow I 
obferve^ any thing your f L6rd(hip. lias faid, IB^uld giv£ 
Birth^tQ'ftich-mel(iiKho]]y Reflexions'; and, had not your 
fiordfliipYtoo great Plainnefs in thefe Particulars, been 
irapoflible toberpafs'd over, gladly would I have decline 
tjus^tingratefui Task-: But to nnd 5 the -Office of : the Priefl- 
bOodj the moft exalted and'Diyine Priefthoodjthat Go*t 
Almighty ever- blefs-d the World with, contended 1 fey 
your-Lordfhip, 6nly to- be a Creature of theStatej ancf 
that thofe who areinvefted with-the higheft.Parts-in it* 
fhould be reprefented as acknowledging ipy, fwearim* to 
tKis themftlves , the good^old Principles T have learn *d 
from- my honeft Fbre-Pathers ; ther Do£hines,of thet 
Ghin-ch 3 in which I've beei-v brought; up j andtheDo- 
flrinescJSthe Gofpcl too, would>not bear the Thoughts 
b£ fuch* a Notion*' This fare, My Lord;, is the. ^vorff 
BictfcVTime that -could .be chofe^ to broacli a Principle^ 
fh odious: God knows, we are far eriotfeh now, frbmbe-i 
mg meft+ridd&77+ 

Np R- docs the Vindication of- any oPour particular 
haw /, at all' 'render fuch a*Ufe*o£the Office of • the 
Prieftltaod, as is : entirely Divine, and 1 commiflion'd byv 
Chritfj at-allneccffary to be- voided ; foiy howeverthrf 
» Letter 
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Letter of the Law may be exprefs'd, it feems more than 
probable, the S'enfe of our Legiflators was thereby, only 
to take their Civil Licenfe, and Protection away, 10 as it 
ihould be Penal for them fo to exercife their FunBion^ as 
if they had them : And this the prefent Praftife againft 
the Non-jiArorS) feems to prove ; for, tho* by their 2Vb«- 
jurancy y they are rendered incapable to exercife their 
Minifterial Fun£H6n, in any Licenfed Ajfemblies ; yet t 
have not heard, it hath been deem'd Criminal ( in the 
Eye of the Law that deprives them, or takes away its 
6lvn Lic°hfe or ProteSion^ ) when fuch Exercifes have 
been performed by them in their own Urinate Aftemblies. 
1 fay I have not heard of any one that has been prolecu-' 
ted for bare Non-jurancy y nor their Adminiftrations$ as 
Minifters of the Gofpel, in the lea# dilputed by any^ 
at their Private Aflemtlies ; and this inclines me to think 
the Law is not levell'd againft their FunBion in general^ 
bet only fuch Exercifes of it, as come under its more im- 
mediate L : cenfe and Prote&ion. Consequently, what 
f' our Lordfliip fo earneflly contends for, in the Civil 
tower, by Way of Commutation ; or^ as your Lordfliip 
terms it, Cbufin% a lef inftead of a greater Punifhthent^ 
is entirely needlefs in the Application, and is no more 
the genuine, and original Senfeofthe Law y than the 
DoSrine, either of the Church, or Holy Scriptures* 

This, My Lord, 1 mention, not that I could deter* 
mine my Opinion in a Point of this Nature, by. all the 
Laws on Earth ; but to ihew that it is at lean doubtful^ 
whether you have not carry 'd the Point of Lay-Depriva* 
tion y further a great deal, thaii the Law of the Land. 

There is one Thing more, the Conlequence of Lay* 
t)e£rivation, which I find ftated by your Lordfliip* 
<c Doth not this Do&rine allow a Nero^ or a.Julian^ 
* c utterly to deftroy. the Church, and thereby toffuftrate 
<c our Saviour's Pfomife. Page 57. 

• * 

Y o \j B Lordfliip's Arifwer to this, is, That filch i 
fower of Deprivation in the Civil Power, would not be 
fo deftru£Hve to the Church, as Ban?/bing, lwprifoning % 
and Executing. 

t But 
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B u t this, My Lord, can by no means be admitted^ 

bfcfeaufe, in aH the Inftahcefc ftielitioh'd by your Lordihip f 
as allpw'd the fUhftim tiia^ be tfanfhiitted tb Others. 
Ih6' the Mdft ft facrific'd; but upon the Supppfition of 
a wi*\J^toffio% PdMfy ari/fng from ah &E& of 
few? Sf tech *n EmperST. the- ViinBwn if feTf muft of 
tfctofebfe ttdtihdj 'and fo 1 think thethujch itfelf .; a 
fcttmfttifc biAvtegfom, if We believe the Apoftle, for tht 

Y»%* tt*3fl% 1 Xm 'feifibifc, complains miglittl f 
fctt'dfer mb WeigWt of this Coftfe^treiict, and fuppofes it 
^ivi^g mi^lVtV AdVsteflftfcge to the Deifts y 'to mention any 
i*2%of this Nature ; fctrt thefn, My ^Lor^ let it Wcon- 
tfd$£d fetfn w-hertfe it Writes ; ahd wWhfcr he that ailerts 
tfee Vfcttcttfy bF ^frf-itepriijtiti&n^ does hot put fuch a 
Power- itfto $# Bands of aify'lVfote, Xvfro has a ^M'ind to 
exerclft fc? ; To Veil trs Chrift's frbmife wffl hold gob.cL 
n^wftMa^iR^ all fcoffible Attempts of this 'Nattorej 'and 
%tet"wl^kl\^e'exercifes'ftich a Jurifdi&ioh, he jwi- 
fttiikes his Fotarer, is, 1 tffcink, ih other Words, to owfr 
&c}tajbn#r, cTcfes-hot belong to Mfn, and then all are 
agreed, : a'ndthefe Difficulties vMfh in a MonTerit. 

C &» s equ'E-jstc'e s, as they *arfe gfchef ally managed, & 
a Waty of argaZhg, - 1 - aft far from "infiftihg "on ; and 
therefore I have prelented fuch as occurr'd to n>y mean 
©fcfevatirii-TL thus at 'thetnd of this Cur foi# Wort 
Miftake of #ne -Vr&nnfes from iyhehc?e they are drawi^ or 
fWfe, or igiiofartt freJuffiofisftom 'ihern^ often render 
ttwfti ^xceedirre: fallacious. Not but fomething of this 
Natiife i* ufefid, fbmetirties to fright ^People to flieir 
Duty ; and thofe who are not to be moved by aay thing 
that fcgenerous, 'and manly, are ihis Way perfuaded to 
#hirik k their Tntetf eft-to be fiotfelK Biit y o£, 2% K Lord± 
tflSefrftorffetoTd the f Confequehces'df:your 4 Not;ipn§ > who 
tf>-d**e£tjy ; and bperily avow4hem ih their particulars 
Lay-Deprivation alone, is Hot" to be conjenSed for by 
your Lordflup, but the Orders of the Chilian Prfeft- 
hoo*in : gerteral 3 niiift bfefcairil a tfhety; Author'itaU&e 
*J8Mtedi&ten, and J4hfolutrdn y -only Terms of Ark; -the 
Scripture -that '.proves* tMs^Ower, an Amu^evtentr r ancL 

the 
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'the Dreadful Sentence of ^^cgijipmni^atian^ ?pfa a 
'Preaffi^ and a TMjle* 

■ ■ *■ 
Goq1> God ! What^ My Itfrdy cojjld, tempt ysu to 

theft ftrange txprcflions ? When Jyfips Cefar recjeiyd 

thfc fatal Stat) from Brutps^ he fejem'cj to Ijayi forge* ^11 

lis other Wounds^ and mournfujjy ciy 4 out ? An4 T#pu 

Vrutyf ! 

m ■ * 

NfcvfeK was there a people yet uppfl IiarJLbj fo bar- 
barous, fb toft to gvery Senfe or God, and Goodnefe, 
but were ftruck witlj fome Awe^ at the £hjfe l g$* or £wr- 
fes oi their friefls ; thje S.ayage I^ature ojf a/i aiirient 
GaMj P wduld yet ftart at the Sentence of EfCopm'UWGfl- 
tion ; and mail a Br Hon ! a Churcl> c/f Evghfijl Man ! a 
Xlbriftirtn ! mate it his taft\me \ The SouJ tjius, funfc }fi 
dire Pjogrefive Iil^ muft cjuice ftup^i vi&xv the Darjc 
Abyfs, only tremble, when tide's flung' A in frames !. 

1 Cannot forbear fome VVariirth. when I rj^d Xru'nes 
of the moftifcered, ai\d aweful feature fa tfte ^orja, 
.frhtis 'm?de a left of. I anl lorry this ifrotulj. £e iji ja*i Aji- 
<ir6ft of t*his Kind ; but certainly there is a JTim£, wftqn 
we ought to be in Earneft. I know not how it m,ay pe 
wtertain'd ; but I can with the utmoft Sincerity prpfeft, 
I am not byafs'd in the teaft, either by PerfonaJ or .Party 
Regards, $he>ufd any thing I hav r e .f«iid l^e. ^n^.ecoming 
your Lortfjhip's 'Sacred Cha4*a6ler, and ijiat R9v 4 erence, I 
©wii I ouejh': to pay it, as it was entirely undefigned > {b 
I Ihail immediately own it a Fault ; and with abundance 
of Readinefs, more far than I was to be Guilty, acknow- 
ledge^ and re-cant it : But if the Nature of the Argu- 
ment only mould bear hard, if I find not Candpur to ex- 
cuie, I Ihall very little concern my.felf at that. As what 
I have here prefented, flows from the Cnc'ere I}}&at;es 6f 
my Conference, fo I muft avow (the/ this mis;ht not be 
expeflcd from me ) the little fordid Malice of a paultry 
Pen, fhalJ only move PJfdain. I am very fenfible what 
Arts areus'dto intimidate, and daunt an honeft Mind, 
but I f?ar not what my worft Fnemies can 'ft y : I cannot 
imagine either Vel'pon^ or Lo^ahy y to lie in Npitics; 
nor can I fee any neccfiaiy Contcvjiicnce between tcin^ 
a hover of the Cli-rih that nuis'd me, and an Enen<y t> 

the 



the Government. They that fill our Streets with Mobs 
and Outrage, let their Cry be what it will, High-Church y 
or King GE O RGE for ever ! I can't but think the 
Scandal and Difgrace of both. . No*w the Convulsions of 
the State feem in fome meafure appeas'd, 'us to be hop'd 
all wife, and honeft Men, will at leaft concur in this : 
Nor ought the moft fpecious Pretences, to draw them 
from it. Let thofe, who pretend to be for the Church, 
fliew it, by ftri&Iy correfponding with its Peaceable D6- 
drin^s, and fure it may be expffted from Gentlemen of 
Loyalty ^ that they will not difturb thp publick Peace. 

These Things may feem very foreign, to be men- 
tion 'd to you. My LcrJ y but it can't be improper in any 
thing at this Time ? that bears a publick View, to exhort 
People no longer to be cheated with Words. How much 
Juch Arts have contributed to our paft, and prefent D;- 
iiraflions, they who have us'd them, on all Sides, 
would do well ferioufly to confider. However laudable 
%he End prQpos'd may be, we may reft aflur'd, we ought 
not to play the Devil for God s fake ; or, in the better 
Language of an Apoftle, Do EviLthat Good may come cf 
it. Tis very Grange fo many People Ihould know no 
M$an, between leaping Hedge and Ditch and being ty*d 
Neck and heels ; and tis firanger yet, that Gentleman 
of better Scnfe and Diflinflion. fliould encourage fuch a 
Folly. A Man, indeed, would not very readily Expo- 
stulate with the ' Wind, or Syllogize with a tempefluous 
Sea, but when he considers himfelf embark'd in the Vef- 
fel that mull bear their Shocks, he will fure omit no 
Endeavour to keep it from Sinking. To fee a Parcel ot 
jdle vagrant Wretches on one fide, ready to fwear all 
Oaths, but that of the Abjuration^uYm^or theChurch; 
and another calfd his Oppofite, who would fell his Sa- 
viour for lefs than Judas did, bellowing againft Tofery : 
To fee fuch monflrous Madnefs of the Pec fie as this, and 
^ny ways Joyn and Abet their Wickednefs, is the prefent 
Shame of the Age, and will be the Reproach of Pofterity. 
The Church owe? no thanks to fuch as thefe, they are her 
Scandals^ pierce l)er through with many Sorrows : and the 
Name of a Proteftant, is made lb ridiculous by this means, 
that I could aJmoft wiih the very Name were loft. Is it 
not a horrid thine*, that fuch a Set of Mifcreants, as depy 
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even vifible Chriftianity, fhould skreen themfclves under 
the Name of our Brother Proteftants f Happy were it for 
us, were this Evil only kept up by Mobbs ! No, we have 
fet Cabals, ftated Societies of this Brood of Monfters, 
which though as different in Particulars, as the Confus'd 
Languages of Babel^ yet muft all be known by the Name 
of Proteftants. Known (oh Righteous God !) not only a- 
mong themfelves, in the Secret Synagogues of their own 
Conventions, 'tis not only the Language of their own 
Gang, but we find them complemented with it by others, 
and trie Man. that honeftly Protefts againft their Abomi- 
nations, is void of Temper ! void of Moderation ! 

» 

But is there nothing that is wicked and execrable, at 
laft, ta be abhorr'd but Popery ? Can we deteft the jte- 
rent Viper p and yet Carefs her progeny ? The Church of 
"Rome to this Nation has been a true Viper ^ which when 
(as the Naturalifts inform us) it has difcharg'd her 
Brood, finding them afterwards grow Troublefome, 
gorging them down again into her Belly, She finds them 
(eating up her very Bowels. 

Unhappy Ifle, are fuch as thcfe your Proteftants ! Will 
no good Angel point you out your Friends ! Look back 
to diftant times and View our bleft Reformers. Could 
they want Zeal againft Popery ? View the Stakes and 
Flames, they honeftly expired in. They taught not their 
Religion by embattl'd Armies, but bravely argu'd firft 3 
and then contented died. Thefe were your Proteftants ; 
Men who were in earneft for Religit n 5 and made the 
Name in After-ages venerable. Superftition and Idola- 
try, 'tis true they hated, and had they liv'd in thefe 
Times, they would have been equally Zealous againft he 
Rudenefs and Indecency of Phanaticifm. Proteftantifw 
was not then barely a Name to fwell the Throats of a 
Mobb 5 but wasme^nt only as an hon eft Declaration a- 
gainft the Corruptions of the Times. Let us for Shame 
therefore ceafe the^ Word, without we keep its original 
Meaning, and ihew our iuft Averfion to Pcptrv* rather by 
the Strength of our Arguments, than the Noi r e of our 
Voices. Tis not to be mnceived the Flenfure the Ch nch 
of Vome takes, to hear £>me of oi»r Mojp-n Pro* "•*■ j- 
declaim againft it. She has loir; pra~ : ifed this ^'t with 
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Suceeft^ to preftfit thofe a« mbfl encKa'd to heir, ifrfio 
Ifltvt atgtf'd beft agaihft her ; and 'depehdoft.it, though 
he* Ar guments do, her Malice wilt never fail. Look 
.ow* the Writings of the Church of Englakd^ and 'then 
}*dge wh& is the moft formidableEnemy tq Popery; What 
that is worth looking at.ever cam^ &om oar other Sets of 
-Ptfoteftants ? Look back but to theReign they fomluch talk 
of. I mean that of Kingjfames the Secoiid^ and what 
dtd they fay- then againft Fopery ? They Fatally forc*d 
that unhappy Prince to beg his Read in Pb?pi!h Couhtrks 
fwrfed te their Wrdth^ for k was Cruel \) whefe he 
imbiVd their Superftitioris, btit what was offcr'i by any, 
except our own Divines^to take away his fataj Prejudices? 
No, they confirmed his Error, prefented him fhch a frighj;- 
ftil Scene of prcftantifm y as made him like the barbaroufly 
treated tagans by the Spaniard* , preftr any fielJ, to tl>e 
Jfeaveii, tnat muff have their Company. Hisfubtle PHrfts 
* about him ibon, very eafily perfiraded him agamft fiidi 
new Light and C y Mfc.ience y which had 1 almoft expounded 
away not only every Article of the Creed, but even the 
firft Principles of Morality. Unhappy Prince! youftg wis 
he when he loft his martyr'd Father's Inftruftions, .and 
Nature ahnoft fore'd him to abhor that Name, which to 
him fetm'd Will, with Triumph wading in his Fathers 
Blood. But we can fure diftinguifli better, Jet us there- 
fore dilHaim fuch Wretches any longer, as froteftants^ or 
at leaft, if they will ufe the Name, becaufe We will be 
diftinguilh'd from them, let ours be that of Chriftians. 

Who they are, their ftrange and damnahle Principles 

" do moft furely fpeak. By their Fruits you /ball know then? y 

and by their Malice, perhaps, may feel them. 1 Fpeak not 

againft Perfons but Things, and leave your own Cbferva- 

tion to difcover where the Poifon lies. 

P A n 1> o N, me, My Lorfl y if our Modern Methods of 
Blending all Opinions "under the Common Name of Pro- 
tcftant ; makes me feem to forget who thefe Papers were 
firft addrefs'd to : the Wound that Smarts moft, naturally 
engages our wifh for a Cure. Some may call this Goatliti- 
cn\ Comprehenfion^ "Wo:lerati&n y or what they will, to me 
it appears down ri°ht confounding the Diftinflions of 
Good and Evil, and putting Bitter for Sweet, and S*>e*t 
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for Bitter. Our Excellent Church,to me,has always Jfeein'd 
like her $uz%t King*- an £ Lord, crucified hgtwj&ejk iwa, 
Tbievefy tipifl I wi'lh I could iay^ either of t&eupi *rar4> 
like to |)T(^e a Penitent* The misfortunes of Educatioa 
arid Ignorance, no Man is willing to confider with more 
Candor than I,butcertainly they aremdft highly to blarney 
"who few Pillows under fuch Peoples Arms, and indulge 
their Oolites. Is not all Error difplealing to Goc^ wrq|r 
then mufl not our Protefia?ttBretbren y a$ is the Tafliiori 
to call them> have tke Truth as fully and learnedly laid 
before them, as the Rowans * But to fee every ridiculous 
Fellow inveighing againft the one, and no notice, nay, the 
Truth mine a and iham'd for fear of difplealing the others 
This is fuch a Partiality, ret it be complained on by High* 
Church, as fome love to'cal! them, or who -they will, tSat 
I h$pe will be confiderd "by all Men of Senfe, before too 
rate. 

Is there no way to avoid the force of Popery, but by 
encouraging fuch Principles as are enough .to fink the 
World to Atheifm ? Let »any impartial Men conff^er^ 
who our Excellent Church is at prefent moft impudently 
attacked by Papi'fts, ot AtherRs, (for Several of our Mo- 
dern Dealers in New Light feem to. me.to be little better) 
and then -determine where moft immediately 'lies our 
Danger. I fcorn, My Lord, to calumniate particular 
Per forts, under the*Co vert of general Expreflions, and as 
rhe Tifature of TWputes ciF this fort^ do in a great mesu- 
rureTaTte theit Malignityfroip theTntention df the Hearty 
i defire only God Mlmi^hty migh- determine, ,the-Guilt 
Of'parTicutaPerfons.^ However 'that the Truth fliould 
TK5t*be-ghren *up, Inrfiink all -will allow-; -and-this, My 
Lord^ was it indue'd me to give you this Trouble who 
am with the profoundeft Jleverence. to the Sacred Cha- 
racter, '$our Lordlhip bears iinthe'Church, and not the 
IcaR ; Perfenal Picque 

My LORD, 

Tour 'LorJ/hips 

.Moft iMttfftbl^ ami 

Moft Obedient Servant k , 

Jofeph Smith, 
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